










The Yearbook of Transportation Prague 200956

BICYCLE TRAFFIC

New cycle routes were put into operation in 2009:

Elznicovo nám. – Kolčavka, Stage III (U Rokytky – Čuprova)

A cycle track opened at the end of 2009 considerably improved passage along the Rokytka 
brook in the section between U Rokytky and Čuprova streets. The cycle track is part of the A26 
bike route, which links the eastern edge of Prague 
(Dolní Počernice and the surrounding area) with 
the arterial A2 route (Zámky – Zbraslav) and the 
centre. With the opening of this section a 14 km 
uninterrupted protected cycling route was created 
from Freyova Street all the way to Čimický brook 
at the northern boundary of Prague.

The regime of the track switches between shared 
and separate paths for pedestrians and cyclists 
based on the available width and the expected 
traffic. The construction consisted of 654 m 
of cycle track with a surface of interlocking 
pavement, related landscaping modifications, new 
public lighting, horticultural changes including 
planting new trees and a financially demanding new railing along the Rokytka.

Cycle track Rokytka – Freyova – Hořejší rybník

This arterial path for cyclists is comprised of independent 3.5 m wide tracks for pedestrians 
and cyclists, has an asphalt surface and crosses the intersecting roads at a grade separation, 
in particular the high-traffic Freyova, Ocelářská, U Elektry and Poděbradská streets. These bridge 
constructions contributed to the high costs for the construction (CZK 140.1 million including 
EU subsidies). The route is 3.2 km long, links up to the already completed route leading to 
the Balabenka junction, uses an abandoned railway siding and leads across Vysočany toward 
Hloubětín and Hrdlořezy.

 
Cycle track Rokytka – Freyova – Hořejší rybník Seifertova – Vítkov Tunnel – Balabenka cycle track under construction

Among the further activities realised during 2009 to improve bicycle transport were:
The connection of Seifertova – Vítkov Tunnel – Balabenka for cyclists. This included building  
a new path for pedestrians and cyclists 4.5 km long. The route leads along former train tracks 
and is divided into three sections (expected completion in 2010).
Completion of the last section of Stage I of cycle route A214 providing a connection between  
Kamýk and Libuš.

Cycle lanes

Bike lanes on Vinohradská Street between Flora and Želivského were created as part of the 
BESIP project, the primary focus of which was to increase pedestrian safety, particularly around 
tram stops on Vinohradská Street. The 830 m long reserved traffic lane for cyclists heading 
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toward the centre leads from the intersection of Želivského and Vinohradská to the Flora metro 
station. Due to the favourable width of the carriageway between the curbs it was possible to 
mark out the dedicated cycle lane in the optimal design parameters. In the opposite direction 
(from the centre) the cycle path was repaired.

In 2009 cycle lanes were added on Záběhlická Street (600 m in each direction), on a nearly 
kilometre long stretch of the streets U Uranie – Jankovcova and on a 750 m long section of 
the street Jugoslávských partyzánů. Further cycle lanes were installed on the streets Střešovická 
and Na Petřinách in a 2.1 km long section, as well as on Počernická, V Olšinách and Tupolevova 
streets.

 
Cycle pictocorridor on Koněvova Street Cycle lane on Jugoslávských partyzánů Street

Cycle pictocorridors

In places where the width of the lane for vehicles does not allow for a separate 
traffic lane but where cyclists are frequent, a horizontal road marking (symbol 
V15) of a cycle pictocorridor can be used. This symbol informs drivers that there 
is an increased incidence of cyclists in the direction depicted by the arrows and 
at the same time cyclists are directed by the arrows so that their movement in 
the traffic lane is as safe and fluid as possible.

The first cycle pictocorridor was marked in May 2009 on Vršovická Street at 
a length of 300 m and others were later added on ten other streets.

Reserved bus-cyclo-taxi lanes

This dedicated lane that uses the V15 traffic sign and was previously used 
to give public transport buses priority on the roads has now been installed 
in several places in Prague to also be used by taxis and cyclists. The line is 
marked with both horizontal road markings and vertical signage. The ban on 
other motor vehicles using the reserved lane is often restricted only to weekday 
rush hours.

In connection with the expansion of priority for 
buses, new reserved traffic lanes for buses, 
bicycles and taxis were designated in summer 
2009. Of particular note are the new lanes on 
the route of the 213 line between Želivského 
and Háje, on the overburdened bus stretch on 
Vídeňská Street and on the 167 route between 
Kotlářka and Klamovka. The newly marked lanes 
have brought great improvement, not just for 
public transport but for cyclists as well – even 
despite the time limitations on their validity.

Promotion of cycling

On 16 March 2009, the educational exhibit 
“Cycling in Prague” was launched. The exhibit is 
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permanently located in Škoda Palace in the Prague City Hall building and also travels around 
metro station vestibules. Twelve panels show the elements of cycling infrastructure. Each 
panel contains definitions of the various terms, their interpretation and description from the 
perspective of various participants, as well as traffic solutions, illustrative photographs or pictures 
and quotes from the legal regulations. Detailed information can also be found on the website 
www.praha-mesto.cz under the section Cycling in Prague.

Cyclists on Prague Integrated Public Transport (PID)

Due to the gradually increasing number of low-floor trams in Prague Integrated Public Transport, 
the possibility of transporting bicycles on guaranteed low-floor connections was tested starting 
1 September 2009. Persons in a wheelchair and strollers do however maintain priority over 
cyclists.

In April another season of the PID “cyclobus” was launched on the route Dobřichovice – 
Černolice – Řitka – Mníšek pod Brdy – Kytín, improving the accessibility of these attractive 
cycling destinations in the Brdy region. The line is serviced by a modified bus equipped to 
transport 25 bicycles secured on hooks. The PID tariff applies. To transport a bicycle on the 
cyclobus costs CZK 26 regardless of the distance, but if a valid Czech Railways document for 
the transport of the bicycle by train to Dobřichovice is presented, the cost is reduced to CZK 13. 
On Czech Railways trains a bicycle is counted as an accompanying piece of luggage and costs 
CZK 25.

From 28 March until 1 November 2009 a “cycle-train” was in operation on non-workdays along 
the route Praha Masarykovo nádraží – Praha Dejvice – Hostivice – Středokluky – Podlešín – Slaný. 
The second car of the train was always set aside for cyclists and was equipped with special 
spaces to transport bicycles with a reduced number of seats. Loading and unloading of bicycles 
must be performed by the passenger.

On all six ferries integrated into the PID system the transportation of a bicycle was free.

In order to increase the attractiveness of bicycle transport, TSK arranged for the installation of 
843 bike stands throughout the city in 2009.

Bicycle traffic survey

From April to June 2009 a survey on the intensity of bicycle transport was carried out. As in 
previous years, the survey was carried out at 66 points on workdays (Monday through Thursday) 
in the period from 7:00 to 20:00 (at the Podolské nábřeží and Trojská lávka also outside the 
workday) always in both directions. Survey points were chosen on cycle tracks, at roads entering 
the greater city centre, and at all bridges across the Vltava. In comparing the results from 2008 
and 2009 at the 66 comparable points, it was determined that bicycle traffic volume increased 
at 30 points, of which 19 showed an increase of less than 50 %, 7 between 50 % and 100 % 
and 4 more than 100 %. The most heavily trafficked points in both directions were Podolské 
nábřeží (1 921 cyclists in the period from 7:00-20:00), Trojská lávka (1 918 cyclists – weekend 
count) and Vltavanů in Modřany (1 585 cyclists).

Counters were installed at 10 important cycling 
points in order to automatically count cyclists, 
which allows data to be collected 24 hours 
a day and then processed and evaluated.

All the listed events to support bicycle transport 
in Prague led to a visible growth in the use of 
bicycles in the city and increased the importance 
of bicycle transport in the city.

Ascent to cycle bridge across Ocelářská Street
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PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC

Movement is a part of life and walking is an inextricable part of human existence. One must not 
forget that walking is not just one way to carry out a whole trip from start to finish, but that 
every trip by any kind of individual or mass transit begins and ends with walking.

The intensity of pedestrian traffic varies depending on one’s location, the type of road and the 
time of day. In Prague, the greatest densities of pedestrian traffic (between 5 000 and 8 000 
pedestrians per hour) are in the centre of the city on the so-called “golden cross” (Wenceslaus 
Square – Na můstku x 28. října – Na příkopě). Also among the most frequented pedestrian routes 
is the path between the attractive tourist sites the Prague Castle and Old Town Square, where the 
volume of pedestrian traffic on workdays reaches 3 000 to 4 000 pedestrians an hour. The intensity 
of pedestrian traffic here is another 15 – 20 % higher on weekends (particularly on Saturday) 
and other holidays. There are also high levels of pedestrian traffic on weekends on routes that 
lead through Prague’s parks and forest parks that serve for short-term and mid-term recreation 
(Stromovka, Letná, Petřín, Šárka, Kunratice Forest, the area around Hostivař reservoir, etc.). In 
less attractive parts of the city, on the other hand, where the function is largely residential and 
pedestrian routes serve primarily to move from one place to another, the intensity of pedestrian 
traffic ranges from tens to hundreds of pedestrians per hour.

 
Wenceslaus Square Masarykovo nábřeží

In 2009 pedestrian traffic was influenced by two events in particular. The first was related to the 
completion of the concept for an amendment to the City of Prague urban master plan and the 
second was marking pedestrian crossings across tram tracks.

In planning the city’s development and renovations and design of new roads, it is necessary 
to pay particular attention to maintaining and developing pedestrian links and assign the 
corresponding space to the needs of pedestrians. For this reason the “Principles of development 
for pedestrian traffic on the territory of the City of Prague” were one of the background materials 
for drafting the amendment to the urban master plan. These principles set out the city’s priorities 
in supporting pedestrians as well as the direction of development and solutions in the follow-up 
concept and project documents. The proposed principles were discussed by the Transportation 
Committee of the City of Prague Assembly on 11 June 2009 with the recommendation to adopt 
them.

The issue of pedestrian crossings came to a head in connection with Ministry of Transport Decree 
No 193/2006 Coll. coming into force, which stated that “zebra” crossings cannot be marked 
across local roads with tram traffic (particularly at the level of the carriageway), if this meeting 
of pedestrians and vehicles is not governed by a traffic signal. In light of the fact that there 
are over 800 such crossings in Prague, the situation was truly problematic. Some administrative 
authorities attempted to deal with this problem by eliminating pedestrian crossings across tram 
tracks if they were not governed by a traffic signal. There were about 80 such cases.

In an attempt to deal with this situation, negotiations took place between the Ministry of 
Transport and Prague City Hall. In the opinion of the Transport Ministry, where other vehicles 
also move along the tram tracks (even if only when passing or going around obstacles), it is 
not a tram zone within the meaning of the law and traffic marking V 7 (zebra crossing) can be 
placed across the tracks even if the crossing is not controlled by a light. The Transport Ministry 
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also considers it essential that pedestrians’ attention be drawn to the fact that trams have the 
right of way with a suitable warning message.

The Ministry of Transport also promised that it will reassess the legal situation, including the 
specification of the rights and responsibilities of pedestrians on crosswalks and areas for crossing, 
including the specific execution of traffic signage, in particular the designation “place for crossing”. 
The promised amendment had not however taken place by the end of 2009.

Nearly 50 pedestrians crossings had been renewed within the meaning of the agreement between 
the Ministry and City Hall by the end of 2009, and at least 16 further crossings are to undergo 
more demanding modifications during 2010.

 
Renewed crossing with added warning New pavements on Trojská Street

The construction, renovation and repair of pedestrian paths improved conditions for pedestrian 
traffic in 2009, as did the implementation of local measures to increase pedestrian safety. In 
a number of areas new pavements were built and the required pavement repairs were carried 
out either in connection with general maintenance or as part of the “pavement programme”. 
Modifications of barrier-free crossings also took place, with CZK 10.8 million set aside for this 
purpose in 2009.

Construction, refurbishment and repair of pedestrian routes was financed from the combined 
resources of TSK and the city districts in a total amount of approximately CZK 198.6 million. 
Funds assigned as part of the “Clean and Green Prague” project (CZK 51 million) also helped 
finance pavement repairs.

Greater freedom was provided to pedestrians at newly build residential zones in Prague 7, in 
Radotín and in Chuchle.

 
Residential zone at Řezáčovo náměstí Residential zone on Chatová Street
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AIR TRANSPORT

Passenger and freight air transport in Prague is primarily operated at Prague Airport, which 
lies on the north-west edge of the city. The other three airports situated within the city and its 
surroundings generally serve other, specialised ends.

Prague Airport has three take-off and landing runways, one of which has been out of operation 
for a long period. The total annual capacity of the runway system is about 200 000 aircraft 
movements/year. In 2009 the maximum hourly capacity was 46 aircraft movements (take-offs and 
landings) an hour. There are three terminals for processing passengers at the airport. In the north 
part of the airport are Terminals 1 and 2 (1 for flights outside the Schengen Area, 2 for flights to 
the Schengen Area), while Terminal 3 (general aeronautics) is situated in the south part. The total 
capacity of the passenger terminals is 15.5 million persons/year. There are two terminals for dealing 
with cargo, each with a capacity of 100 000 t/year.

In 2009 there were 51 carriers operating at Prague Airport, offering transportation to more 
than 130 destinations. The largest volumes of passengers were headed to the United Kingdom 
(1 411 000), Germany (1 025 000), Italy (869 000), France (818 000) and Spain (742 000). The 
majority of passengers (90.5 %) were headed to European destinations. Of the remaining 9.5 %, 
half (4.8 %) were headed to African destinations.

As a result of the economic crisis, there was a general drop in both passenger and freight air 
transport in 2009 compared to 2008. This decline affected nearly all parts of the world with the 
exception of the Middle East, where there was growth in both passenger and freight transport, 
and the Asia-Pacific region (including India), where passenger transport increased but freight 
transport decreased. Taken as a whole, European airports saw a fall of 5.6 % in passenger 
transport and 12.6 % in freight transport.

The international position of Prague Airport is evident from the following table. It is clear from 
the data presented that the majority of airports experienced a drop in passenger transport, not 
only against 2008 numbers, but also against the 2007 level.

Number of passengers processed at selected airports (millions/year)

Airport 2000 2007 2008 2009 09/08 (%)

Hartsfield-Jackson International (Atlanta) 80,2 89,4 90,0 88,0 97,8

O`Hare International (Chicago) 72,1 76,2 69,4 64,4 92,8

London Heathrow 64,3 67,9 66,9 65,9 98,5

Paris Charles de Gaulle 47,8 59,9 60,9 57,9 95,1

Frankfurt 49,0 54,2 53,5 50,9 95,1

Madrid Barajas 32,6 52,1 50,8 48,3 95,1

Amsterdam Schiphol 39,3 47,8 47,4 43,5 91,8

Roma Fiumicino 25,9 32,9 35,2 33,8 96,0

Copenhagen Kastrup 18,2 21,4 21,5 19,7 91,6

Vienna Schwechat 11,8 18,8 19,7 18,1 91,9

Brussels Airport 21,5 17,9 18,5 17,0 91,9

Stockholm Arlanda 18,3 17,9 18,1 16,1 89,0

Letiště Praha 5,8 12,4 12,6 11,6 92,2

Warsaw Frederic Chopin 4,3 9,3 9,5 8,3 87,4

Budapest Ferihegy 4,7 8,6 8,4 8,1 96,4

Bratislava M. R. Štefánik 0,3 2,0 2,2 1,7 77,3

Source: Czech Ministry of Transport Transportation Yearbooks, The Chicago Department of Aviation, Fraport Group, ACI, airport websites

The total volume of passengers processed in 2009 at the four Czech international airports 
(Prague, Brno, Ostrava, Karlovy Vary) was 12.5 million, 8.1 % less than in 2008. The volume 
of transported cargo (goods and mail) fell by 3.2 % against 2008 and totalled only 53 900 
tonnes.

Prague Airport’s share of the overall passenger transport volume at the four listed domestic 
airports was 93.5 % (0.3 % more than in 2008), and in freight transport it was 78.8 % (7.1 % 
less than in 2008)
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 Share of airports in passenger transport volume Share of airports in freight transport volume

% of total volume of passengers processed % of total vol. of transported goods and mail

In 2009 a total of 11 643 400 passengers were processed at Prague Airport, a drop of nearly 
1 million passengers (7.8 %) compared to 2008. Of the total 11.6 million passengers, 87.5 % 
were transported on regular lines and the remaining 12.5 % on special flights. The share of 
alliance carriers was 64.5 % and low-cost carriers accounted for 23.0 %. The proportion of 
transits and transfers increased to 23.7 % of the total 5.8 million departing passengers in 2009, 
3.7 % more than in 2008. The most passengers were processed in August (1 339 900), and the 
least in February (616 100). In comparison with 2008, the monthly maximum achieved in 2009 
was 4.4 % lower.

 
Prague Airport – north part Main take-off and landing runway at Prague Airport

A total of 42 476.2 t of cargo was processed in air freight transport in 2009, 5 394.6 t less than 
in 2008 (a drop of 11.3 %). The most cargo was transported in December (4 267.7 t), the least 
in January (2 943.3 t). The monthly maximum was 6.5 % lower in 2009 than in 2008.

The number of take-offs and landings in 2009 was 163 816, which is 14 812 less than in 2008 
(a drop of 8.3 %). The largest number of movements (16 017) was recorded in July; the lowest 
(10 871) in February. In comparison with 2008 the maximum number of movements was 6.3 % 
lower in 2009.

After 1991, which was the weakest year in passenger transport since 1982, the number of 
passengers processed began to sharply rise, and as early as 1993 the top values from the whole 
history of the airport (around 2.2 million passengers/year in 1978-79) had been exceeded. The 
number of plane movements also increased.

The long-term trend of growing air traffic volume was interrupted by the economic crisis at the 
end of 2008 and in 2009. The monthly numbers of passengers processed fell below the level of 
previous comparable periods and the overall passenger volume at Prague Airport practically fell 
to 2006 levels in 2009.
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Development of passenger volumes and aircraft movements at Prague Ruzyně Airport

Development of cargo volume (goods and mail) at Prague Ruzyně Airport

Monthly passenger volumes at Prague Ruzyně Airport in 2005 – 2009
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An ongoing long-term trend can be seen in the slight shift of passenger interest to the period 
outside the traditional summer tourist season. While in 1990 the two summer holiday months 
made up 25 % of the whole year’s volume, in recent years this amount has hovered around 
22 % (2009 – 22.8 %).

Cargo transportation at Prague Airport has also been growing since the mid-nineties and in 
2005 the average volume exceeded the highest volume achieved in the past for the first time. 
In comparison with the years 1981-90, when the average annual volume was 35 400 t/year, the 
average for 2000 – 2009 (45.9 t/year) is 29.8 % higher, even despite the drop in 2008 – 2009.

Prague Airport is approximately 11 km from the centre of the city. Special bus service is provided 
for airline passengers, and the Airport Express line also connects to train service at the Praha 
hlavní nádraží railway station. The airport is also serviced by two express public transport bus 
lines from the end stations of the “A” and “B” metro lines in Dejvice (A) and Zličín (B). Other 
Prague Integrated Transport bus lines and a number of long-distance and regional bus lines also 
pass through. Taxi service is available with both passenger cars and minibuses and a number of 
car rental outlets also operate at the airport. Individual automobile transport is the predominant 
method of transporting persons between the airport and the city.

Modal split of trips to and from the airport

September 2009, workday, 6:00-22:00

In 2009, more than 7 200 stopping and parking spots were available to the public and airport 
employees in the north part of the airport complex, of which 600 places were located in the 
cargo zone. The largest number of parking spots (over 5 000) is available for the public and 
employees in parking sectors A, C, D and T1+2. The majority of spots are mid-term and long-
term; 460 short-term spots are available for services.

In the south part of the complex are 110 parking spots for the public situated at Terminal 3. In 
this part of the complex there are also further spots for airport employees, organisations that 
have a relation to the airport and residents of the adjacent residential buildings.

 
Terminal 3 in the south part of Prague Airport Cargo zone – Skyport terminal
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WATER TRANSPORT

Water transport in Prague provides for the transportation of persons and cargo along the 
Vltava, of which 30.9 km flows within the boundaries of Prague. There are five locks in Prague 
(Modřany, Smíchov, Mánes, Štvanice, Podbaba). The capacity of the waterway is determined by 
the capacity of the Podbaba and Smíchov locks.

Number of boats passed through locks in Prague 1997 – 2009

Year
Lock

Modřany Smíchov Mánes Štvanice Podbaba

1997 2 164 18 581 1 273 3 529 2 237

1998 1 863 17 844 3 103 5 091 1 562

1999 1 897 20 305 3 919 4 794 1 649

2000 1 898 21 716 3 747 5 775 1 897

2001 1 852 22 291 3 434 5 732 1 851

2002 1 307 17 729 2 604 3 603 1 203

2003 1 785 21 617 2 878 4 118 1 415

2004 2 413 23 967 2 998 5 330 1 690

2005 2 530 24 576 2 329 7 740 1 799

2006 2 265 24 247 2 285 6 492 1 736

2007 2 633 26 879 2 571 7 209 2 735

2008 2 824 28 622 2 286 7 810 2 788

2009 2 685 26 221 2 854 6 596 2 383

Passenger boat transport along the Vltava is predominantly for tourist and social purposes. 
Several companies operate around the year, specialising in various types of sightseeing tours 
around Prague and a wide range of other services.

The largest operators of passenger boat transport include Pražská paroplavební společnost, a. s. 
(PPS), Evropská vodní doprava, s. r. o. (EVD), AQUAVIA Praha, s. r. o. and První všeobecná 
člunovací společnost, s. r. o.

 
Florentina hotel boat  The boat Czechie between Štefánik and Čech bridges

The oldest operator of water transport on the Vltava in Prague is Pražská paroplavební 
společnost a. s., which was founded in 1865. Currently this company operates 6 boats docking 
on Rašínovo nábřeží between Palacký and Jirásek bridges. The largest boat is the restaurant 
steamboat Vyšehrad with a capacity of 300 places; the other boats have capacities from 
164 – 250 places.

The company operates several regular lines: Prague – Mělník (twice a year), Prague – Slapy 
(seasonally on weekends and holidays), Prague – Troja (three times daily during the season), Na 
Františku Hospital – ZOO (during the summer holidays every day on the hour, the rest of the 
season just on weekends). In addition it also organises a number of boat tours (the “Long Sail 
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through Prague” daily year-round and in the season also a “Short Sail through Prague”). In 2009 
the company transported a total of 93 650 passengers on its regular lines and cruises, of which 
27 420 were foreign visitors.

Another company operating passenger boat transport is Evropská vodní doprava, s. r. o.. This 
company runs 16 modern boats docking by Čech Bridge. The largest is the Vltava steamer, which 
was renovated in 2009 and has a capacity of 450 places. Another 12 boats have a capacity 
of between 150 and 350 places. In 2009 two small boats, Šárka and Libuše, were launched 
with a capacity of 12 persons, which the company rents out for tours around Malá Strana, the 
National Theatre, the Charles Bridge and the Čertovka stream. Alongside the hotel boat Florentina 
for 100 passengers, it organises 4 – 8 day trips according to the customer’s wishes. All boats 
are operated year-round, either at regular time intervals or according to the individual wishes 
of those ordering. In 2009 this company transported 146 800 passengers, of which 60 % were 
foreign visitors.

The company AQUAVIA Praha, s. r. o. organises social events on three boats. Czechie has the 
largest capacity at 250 persons. The company organises one- and two-hour cruises or according 
to the customer’s wishes. It docks at Na Františku.

První všeobecná člunovací společnost, s. r. o runs canal year-round cruises along the Vltava 
under the name “Prague Venice”. The parlour express boat Nepomuk with a capacity of 150 
persons is used for private events. The company also operates four all wood covered boats with 
a capacity of 32 persons and 7 open boats for 11 persons. Some have now been constructed 
with flat bottoms and nearly vertical sides so that they can also sail through shallow areas. 
Boats leave the “Judita” and “Čertovka” docks every hour. The company also operates 5 ferries 
in Prague, which in 2009 transported nearly 240 000 persons. All ferries are integrated into the 
PID system (see chapter 3.1.2).

 
Quay on Dvořákovo nábřeží Atlantida near Pelc-Tyrolka

In addition to these large companies there are also a number of smaller companies that operate 
tours and social events based on individual orders. There are docks for these companies on both 
banks of the Vltava in the centre of the city, for example Na Františku, Kampa and Dvořákovo 
nábřeží. Not only do the companies take orders for sight-seeing cruises around Prague, but they 
also organise trips to Slapy, Nelahozeves, Poděbrady, Mělník and Dresden.

Historical boats are also in operation – OLD TIME BOATS for 6-10 persons, motor boats – TAXI 
BOAT for 2-3 persons and a number of sight-seeing restaurant boats.

Various domestic and foreign operators also carry out freight transport on the river. One of 
the largest operators is Evropská vodní doprava, s. r. o., which runs domestic and international 
transport of bulk cargo, heavy loads, containers, liquids and the like. Their fleet includes 38 
vessels and 1 tanker barge. The company also owns floating platforms for construction and 
other uses.
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Volume of goods passed through locks in Prague 1997 – 2009 (goods transported in tonnes/year)

Year
Lock

Modřany Smíchov Mánes Štvanice Podbaba

1997 206 921 234 537 2 363 232 442 379 606

1998 136 407 196 487 1 320 191 624 403 840

1999 97 325 190 323 10 186 153 356 008

2000 108 168 197 740 238 201 712 370 037

2001 109 282 175 941 360 176 936 374 692

2002 71 136 126 206 7 251 117 296 214 173

2003 63 158 77 398 6 523 83 289 241 000

2004 86 254 130 404 4 018 126 295 293 027

2005 56 759 59 378 690 106 749 302 726

2006 12 482 33 109 545 54 743 236 344

2007 18 344 32 037 35 38 280 393 159

2008 15 968 19 403 757 20 048 309 259

2009 476 23 903 31 55 213 219 145

There are 4 harbours within the city – Radotín, Smíchov, Holešovice and Libeň (out of service 
since 2006), which serve for the transhipment of various types of cargo.

The operator is České přístavy, a. s. The users of the harbours are transportation, warehousing, 
transhipment and manufacturing companies.

In addition to the harbours it is also possible to handle cargo using temporary transhipment 
stations and mobile floating ramps.

 
Freight boat by Štvanice island Smíchov lock

Volume of cargo at Prague harbours 2004 – 2009 (total transported cargo in tonnes/year)

Year
Ports

Praha-Radotín Praha-Smíchov Praha-Holešovice Praha-Libeň

2004 58 961 19 642 31 311 14 236

2005 36 408 11 396 99 308 2 934

2006 13 932 559 114 462 0 

2007 20 597 9 986 182 974 0 

2008 10 068 4 016 84 792 0 

2009 0 78 237 24 845 0 
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TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE

Transportation infrastructure in Prague is primarily financed by the city (City of Prague budget) and 
the state (State Fund for Transport Infrastructure). The construction of transportation infrastructure 
is organised by the investors, which for municipal investments are principally the Municipal 
Investment Division (OMI), the Technical Administration of Roads of the City of Prague (TSK) and 
the Prague Public Transport Company (DPP). For state investments these are primarily the Road 
and Motorway Directoriate of the Czech Republic (ŘSD) and Railway Infrastructure Administration 
(SŽDC).

The central theme of 2009 was continuing work on important infrastructure projects that, upon 
completion, will influence the whole transportation network in Prague (the south segment of the 
Prague Outer Ring Road, the north part of the City Ring Road, the Vysočany Radial Road).

 
City Ring Road – construction at Špejchar, Hradčanská

One of Prague’s important investments is the construction of the Malovanka – Pelc Tyrolka 

segment of the City Ring Road (OMI), which includes the Blanka tunnel complex. The total 
length of this section of the City Ring Road is 6 382 m. It links up to the already functional 
western section of the ring road with the Zlíchov, Mrázovka and Strahov tunnels. After it is put 
into operation, which is expected in 2012, it will be the longest automobile tunnel in the Czech 
Republic. In 2009, construction work took place along the whole length of the new segment. 
At the Myslbekova site, construction work was launched under archaeological supervision 
and boring of the Brusnice tunnels began. In the area around the Prašný Bridge, excavation 
continued and construction of the Svatovítská bridge commenced. In order to accelerate the 
meeting up of tunnels under the Stromovka park, teams started digging in the direction from 
Letná to Troja in July 2009.

The whole length of the tunnel is divided up by direction into separate tubes with two to three 
lanes each, depending on the expected traffic volume, the incline, and the demands of the 
interchanges. The tunnel route declines steadily from the Malovanka intersection down to the 
Vltava, from where it inclines up to the surface at the Troja entrance. The maximum decline in 
the section under Stromovka is 5 %. The lane width is 3.5 m and the clearance is 4.8 m. The 
design speed limit is 70 km/h.

Construction of the south section of the Prague 

Outer Ring Road (ŘSD, total length 23 km) 
was among the largest and most crucial 
infrastructure projects in the Czech Republic 
in 2009. Following planned completion in 2010 
it will relieve the city road network of external, 
primarily through traffic.

At construction site 512, which runs between 
the D1 motorway and the village of Jesenice, 
the earthworks were completed on the main 
body of the road, the lower and load-bearing 
bridge structures were installed and all other 
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infrastructure lines were shifted away from the construction site. At the end of the year, work 
commenced on the D1 motorway bridge.

At construction site 513, which begins with an interchange connecting site 512 with the planned 
D3 motorway and road II/101 near Jesenice and ends with the large Strakonická interchange by 
Lahovice, bridge construction continued in 2009, in particular of a bridge over the Vltava, where 
the load-bearing structures were completed. The bored tunnels on the Komořany side have 
been completed structurally, and the installation of technical elements has begun. In the section 
between the Cholupice entrance and the start of site 512, the surface concrete has already been 
laid and work has begun on the final landscaping adjustments, including the median, slopes and 
green space.

 
Prague Outer Ring Road – bridges over the Berounka valley and Lochkov valley

The start of construction site 514 links up to the preceding section at the bridge over the Vltava, 
continuing with an approach span across the whole Berounka and Radotín valley. The total length 
of the approach span is 2 059 m. Also part of this site are the tunnels between the Radotín and 
Lochkov entrances, the bridges over the Slavičí and Lochkov valleys, and the interchange near 
Lochkov, beyond which it connects to the already functioning section of the Prague Outer Ring 
Road (site 515). During 2009 the steel bridge structure over the Lochkov valley was completed 
and the reinforced concrete bridge deck was installed. The final wall openings were completed in 
the tunnel tubes and technical features began to be installed. The rough structure of the bridge 
over the Berounka valley was completed and part of the Strakonická interchange was opened 
along the final carriageways.

The property conflicts that had been preventing the completion of the Vysočany Radial Road 

(OMI) were resolved in 2009. Construction work primarily continued on the section between the 
Kbelská and Budovatelská interchanges. The opening of the 5.6 km long radial road during 2010 
will relieve Chlumecká, Kolbenova and Poděbraská streets of through traffic.

 
Construction on the Vysočany Radial Road by the intersection with Kbelská Street

Among the key renovations that were completed in 2009 was the redevelopment of Karlovarská 

Street in the section Slánská – Drnovská. Thanks to an investment of CZK 195 million, the 
unsuitable road was transformed into a modern four-lane route. The road received a new 
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bituminous asphalt concrete surface, new traffic signals at intersections, and a noise barrier 
was added. The investor was TSK, and financing was primarily covered by the State Fund for 
Transport Infrastructure (SFDI).

 
Karlovarská Street after renovation

In connection with the construction of the Kaufland Vypich shopping centre (open since September 
2009), the Vypich intersection was completely renovated and Bělohorská Street was expanded 
in the section Kukulova – Bolívarova, as were Ankarská and Kukulova streets. The construction 
also included new pavements, an underpass walkway, bus stops and new traffic signal at the 
intersection of Bělohorská – Slezanů – entrance to the Kaufland shopping centre.

Renovations on Francouzská Street (TSK) took place from June to November 2009. Cobblestones 
were replaced with asphalt along the whole stretch from Blanická – Slovenská, which helped 
reduce the noise pollution in the surrounding area. The south pavement was also renovated, 
where asphalt concrete was replaced with mosaic cobblestones.

Other road renovations (TSK) also aimed to reduce noise levels, with cobble pavement being 
replaced by asphalt. In 2009 this included Moskevská, Budějovická and Terronská streets.

 
Surface replacement on Francouzská Street Starochuchelská after carriageway and pavement renovations

Extensive renovations of the Jižní spojka suspension bridge (TSK) were completed in March 
2009, with the final phase including installation of new reinforced concrete mouldings with a new 
method of anchoring, a new drainage system and the construction of noise barriers to reduce 
noise pollution in the area around the bridge. The cost of the renovation was over CZK 120 
million. Systematic renovation work continued on the south part of the City Ring Road (Jižní 
spojka), mostly consisting of milling the carriageway and replacing the wearing course. This work 
was financed by the SFDI.

SFDI also helped finance repairs to the middle and inner lanes of the eastern carriageway of 5. 
května – Brněnská (TSK) in the section between the zero kilometre of the D1 and the ramp onto the 
City Ring Road, Liberecká Street (section Levínská – Vysočanská) and the Vychovatelna intersection 
(ramp V Holešovičkách – Zenklova, bridge).
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TSK carried out further repairs from investment funds, such as at the intersection of Náměstí Míru 
– Anglická – Italská, Nábřeží E. Beneše (quayside wall between Čech and Štefánik bridges) and 
elsewhere.

Further renovation work was also carried out on city roads under TSK’s current expenditures over 
the course of 2009. Among the most costly were repairs to the streets Vlastina, Starochuchelská, 
Ruzyňská and Benátská including the intersection with Viničná Street. The most important 
maintenance works were surface repairs (milling, new asphalt) on the streets Tupolevova, 
Střelničná, and Čsl. Exilu – Generála Šišky including the intersection.

The Prague Public Transport Company signed a contract on 22 December 2009 with a consortium 
of construction companies Metrostav and HOCHTIEF to construct the 5th operating segment of 

the “A” metro line including 4 new stations (Červený vrch, Veleslavín, Petřiny, Motol). The costs 
for extending the metro by six kilometres will total more than CZK 16 billion before VAT.

Among the notable tram track renovations in 2009 were the renewal of BKV panels and 
replacement of rails on the tram track on Bělohorská Street between the stops Vypich and 
Bílá Hora (DPP). The renovation also included building a new Obora Hvězda tram stop with an 
underpass walkway under Bělohorská Street by the Vypich commercial centre.

Other important renovations of tram tracks also took place during 2009 (DPP). Complete repairs 
were performed on the tram track on Štefánikova Street between the stops Újezd and Anděl, and 
the track on Ďáblická Street from Třebenická to the Ďáblice loop was renovated. Also renovated 
were the trackage at the Kobylisy depot, the Klapkova – Střelničná track triangle including part 
of the Březiněvská loop and emergency repairs were done on the track over Libeň Bridge.

 
New Obora Hvězda tram stop Renovated tram loop at Sídliště Ďáblice

Modernisation of the railway track on the stretch Praha Libeň – Praha Běchovice (SŽDC), which 
is part of the first railway corridor, continued in 2009. This will include the addition of a third 
track, sound barriers, retaining walls, etc. The maximum speed of the new section will be 120 
km/h (140 km/h for tilting trains). The stretch (8.7 km) should be completed in spring 2011 and 
the total costs should reach CZK 2.61 billion.

New cycle tracks were also built (see Chapter 8) and the “pavement programme” was also 
implemented. Also serving pavement repairs were additional funds (CZK 51 million) provided from 
the “Clean and Green Prague” project (see Chapter 9). Renovations of the Charles Bridge also 
took place in 2009.

Aside from its activities as an investor, which entailed capital spending of over CZK 1.2 billion 
in 2009 (including contributions from SFDI and city districts), TSK also fulfilled its role as the 
administrator of the city’s roads, including bridges, tunnels and fixtures (traffic signs, street inlets, 
traffic signals, telematic systems, safety devices), as well as pavements, street greenery, parking 
lots, quayside and embankment walls, retaining walls, noise barriers, traffic management centres 
and other buildings. Keeping these things in satisfactory working order requires the performance 
essential repairs, winter and summer maintenance, and cleaning. The current expenditures for 
these activities reached CZK 2.4 billion in 2009 (including work covered by SFDI and city district 
contributions).

12



The Yearbook of Transportation Prague 200972

FINANCING THE OPERATION

AND DEVELOPMENT OF URBAN MOBILITY

The operation of urban transport and the realisation of transportation infrastructure was financed 
from the budget of the City of Prague in 2009, with contributions from the state budget, the 
own resources of the Prague Public Transport Company, and other city organisations. Funding 
also comes from grants from EU funds and EIB loans.

The City of Prague municipal budget, updated 30 June 2009, totalled CZK 72.4 billion in 
expenditures, of which the expenditures under Chapter 03 Transport, along with several items 
included under Chapter 07 (CZK 45 million), totalled CZK 24.6 billion. Chapter 03 was once again 
the most substantial chapter of the municipal budget in terms of expenditures (34 %).

Transport accounted for 24 % of the City of Prague’s current expenditures and transport 
investments for 49 % of capital spending. Current spending on transportation was increased 
by a further CZK 900 million in November 2009 by a decision of the City of Prague Assembly. 
These funds were provided to the Prague Public Transport Company as a billable deposit in the 
form of a non-investment transfer. This increase is not included in the following text nor on the 
graphs in this chapter.

Breakdown of municipal budget expenditures in 2009

(budget updated as of 30 June 2009)

Total expenditures

 Transportation as % of current expenditure Transportation as % of capital expenditures

Of the listed amount of CZK 24.6 billion, CZK 10.42 billion was used to cover current expenditures 
and CZK 14.14 billion for capital expenditures.

Every year, the subsidy of passenger mass transit plays a crucial role in the drawing of current 
expenditures. CZK 7.7 billion was set aside for this purpose in the adjusted budget, while CZK 
2.7 billion was set aside for the administration, maintenance and operation of roads.

Capital expenditures were primarily used for development investments, i.e. construction of new 
roads, metro lines and other transportation facilities (76 %), as well as extensive repairs and 

13



The Yearbook of Transportation Prague 2009 73

renovations of transportation routes and facilities and the renewal of technical equipment (24 %). 
Funds earmarked for improving the road network and the conditions for road traffic predominated 
in the capital expenditures. Of the total amount of CZK 14.14 billion, CZK 3.7 billion went to 
renewal and development of public transport and CZK 10.2 billion to investments in the road 
network.

Of the total transportation expenditures in the 2009 budget, the amount set aside for ensuring 
the operation, renewal and development of public passenger transport was 46 % and the amount 
for ensuring road transport and development of the road network was 53 %.

Structure of municipal budget transport expenditures in 2009

(budget updated as of 30 June 2009)

Total expenditures

 Current expenditures Capital expenditures

A more detailed breakdown of the items in the chapter expenditures shows that over CZK 10 
billion went to securing operation, general repairs and maintenance of the city’s transport system, 
more than CZK 3 billion went to major repairs, renovation and renewal of technical facilities and 
just under CZK 11 billion was earmarked for development investments.

Structure of total transport expenditures in 2009 budget

(budget updated as of 30 June 2009)
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Development of structure of transport expenditures in City of Prague budgets

Targeted bound contributions were provided to the City of Prague from the state budget for 
operating metro and Strahov Tunnel safety systems and for the purchase of low-floor articulated 
buses.

New SORCITY NB 18 low-floor articulated bus

CZK 1.1 billion was allotted to Prague from the State Fund for Transport Infrastructure for the 
maintenance, repair and construction of roads that are temporarily fulfilling the function of the 
missing superior road network. The state budget also adds to EU funds to help finance EU 
operational programmes, and a contribution was provided to Prague for the system of managing 
and regulating urban road traffic.

The state also took part in building the Prague Outer Ring Road, assuming full responsibility for 
financing it. A total of CZK 8.3 billion was drawn for ring road construction in 2009, of which 
CZK 3.5 billion came from the Transport Operational Programme and the Cohesion Fund, CZK 
2.7 billion from the European Investment Bank and CZK 2.1 billion from the budget of the State 
Fund for Transport Infrastructure.

The Prague Public Transport Company contributed CZK 1.5 billion to cover the investment costs 
of the urban mobility system, and covered 38 % of the PT fleet renewal costs spent in 2009 
(CZK 1.2 billion).

The revenues from sale of public transport tickets were also an important source of funding for 
the operation of Prague Integrated Public Transport.
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EU PROJECTS

Transport Operational Programme (OPD)

The Technical Administration of Roads of 
the City of Prague continued to take part in 
projects falling under the Transport Operational 
Programme in 2009. In cooperation with the 
Prague City Hall Transport Department and EU 
Funding Department and in coordination with the 
Prague City Development Authority, a separate 
detachment of priority axis number 5 was 
acquired for Prague for the years 2006 – 2008, 
entitled “Modernisation and Development of the 
Prague Metro and Road Traffic Management 
Systems in the City of Prague”. The resulting 
financial allocation for this priority axis (following 
an equalising allocation from the ERDF) totalled 
EUR 330 million. This amount is drawn by both 
TSK and DPP.

Project “Prague Urban Road Traffic Management and Regulation System”

The goal of this project is to reduce the negative effects of the large volume of road traffic by 
implementing telematic systems in Prague and optimising traffic on the existing road network 
using new modern control and information technology, including tying it into the comprehensive 
national telematic system (NDIC). The project budget is CZK 655 million, of which OPD subsidies 
cover 85 % (around CZK 560 million).

Various areas for drawing funds under TSK 

Area 1 – Management through traffic signals Area 4 – Traffic data collection incl. meteorological sensors

Area 2 – Urban Traffic Control Centre Prague Area 5 – Expansion of functionality of urban radio network 

Area 3 – Optical network Area 6 – Project preparation, management and publicity

In 2009, project money went to renew traffic signals at 25 intersections as part of Area 1. In 
Area 2, the delivery of a new large-scale screen (Barco wall), renovation of power supplies and 
cooling, and programming work on software modules for communication and installation of pre-
set traffic scenarios was all financed as part of the UTCC Prague modernisation. In Area 3, 
OPD funds were used to begin preparations for laying optic cable in the “A” metro line tunnels 
between Náměstí Míru and Skalka.

The ability to collect to traffic information (Area 4) was considerably expanded in 2009 with the 
installation of 53 spot detectors and 8 sectional detectors on the Prague road network, about 
half the number of detectors that will be co-financed under OPD. OPD also co-financed the 
installation of 15 meteorological sensors. The functionality of the urban radio network (Area 5) 
was expanded during the past year with the development of firmware for various types of end 
facilities (P+R parking lots, variable information signs, traffic signal controllers and meteorological 
sensors). The individual elements of the telematic system were then reconnected to the urban 
radio network (e.g. Vypich traffic signals, Strakonická variable information sign, etc.).

Project “Increasing Road Safety in Prague”

Due to the approval of the project dealing with the management and regulation of urban road 
traffic, in December 2008 the City of Prague submitted a second project request for a subsidy 
from OPD funds under the title “Increasing Road Safety in Prague”.

On the basis of a Czech Ministry of Transport decision from March 2009, this project was 
approved for co-financing from the Cohesion Fund as part of OPD. The principle of financing 
is the same as with the preceding project – the OPD subsidy amounts to 85 % of costs. The 
total budget is CZK 580 million including VAT.
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The project will mainly deal with the monitoring and management of traffic in tunnels, providing 
traffic information and harmonising the telematic systems on the City Ring Road and Radial 
Roads. A selection procedure for a supplier was held in the second half of 2009.

Single Programming Document for “Objective 2” (JPD 2)

The main task of JPD 2 was to remove the most serious weak points and barriers to development 
in certain parts of the city, particularly by improving the quality of the urban environment and 
developing the city’s potential in order for Prague to be able to fulfil its expected role as the 
dynamic capital of a European Union member state.

Three specific sub-projects were laid out (drawing of EU funds ended in 2008):
Traffic systems supporting transformation of the urban environment 
Regeneration of damaged and inappropriately used spaces 
Public infrastructure improving quality of life, particularly in housing estates 

“Traffic Modelling” project

The “Traffic Modelling” project was realised in 
2005 – 2007 by the City of Prague Institute 
of Transportation Engineering. After this body 
was merged with TSK, the output of this 
project continues to be used by TSK as 
the successor organisation. The project was 
included in Priority 1 and Measure 1.1 Traffic 
systems supporting transformation of the urban 
environment.

The main goal of JPD 2 – Traffic Modelling was 
improving an effective specialised instrument 
that would use a traffic model to assess various 
methods for optimising and regulating traffic in 
the city.

The run of the project was focused on the traffic conditions at selected intersections in Prague. 
The specific conditions at intersections are the result of various characteristics and parameters, 
which include the way in which traffic is managed (uncontrolled, signal-controlled), the structural 
arrangement (crossroads, roundabout, the number and arrangement of road arms), traffic volume 
in the individual directions, presence of mass transit routes, in particular trams, the volume 
of pedestrians and cyclists, etc. These characteristics and parameters form a whole range of 
combinations that were described in the model so that the output would correspond to the real 
traffic as closely as possible. Also part of the project was the creation of a modelling tool that 
takes into account the given parameters, and this tool is now used to test selected plans, traffic 
measures, and traffic development designs in the city under the principles of the City of Prague 
transportation policy.

Operational Programme Prague – Competitiveness (OPPC)

After the completion of JPD 2, the new Operational Programme Prague – Competitiveness picked up 
on its activities. The goal of OPPC is again to increase the competitiveness of Prague as a dynamic 
metropolis of an EU member state by removing barriers to development and weaknesses of the 
region, raising the quality of the urban environment, improving the accessibility of transportation 
and telecommunication services and developing the city’s potential for innovation.

In 2009, the 4th stage of construction at Nábř. E. Beneše – U Pichla was financed from OPPC. 
This was a renovation project of the embankment wall and revitalisation of the adjacent area on 
the left bank of the Vltava. The total costs of the construction were CZK 63.30 million, of which 
CZK 60.89 came from an EU subsidy under OPPC.

In the past year, OPPC also commenced construction of a raised bicycle bridge under the Prague 
Outer Ring Road bridge in Lahovice. The total construction costs are CZK 59.7 million, with the 
EU subsidy from OPPC covering CZK 57.77 million.

On the basis of another OPPC call for submissions aiming for spring 2010, further construction 
projects that will compete for an OPPC grant were prepared at the end of 2009. They primarily 
concern cycle tracks within Prague.

Logo of project JPD 2 – Traffic Modelling
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