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At the end of 2010 there were a total of 108 stand-alone pedestrian crossings with a traffic 
signal. Twelve such crossings were added. There were 228 traffic signals in service on the tram 
network. At 145 of them (63.6 %) trams have the right-of-way. At a total of 121 traffic signals 
MHD buses can also use the right-of-way.

Basic data on traffic signals 1961 – 2010

1961 1971 1981 1990 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Total traffic signals (from 2005 number of controllers) 33 76 339 348 398 473 491 504 532 554 578
Dedicated pedestrian crossings - 9 37 45 57 72 76 78 86 96 108
Traffic signals with tram right-of-way - - - 1 59 94 101 109 121 133 145
Traffic signals with bus right-of-way - - - - - 8 20 53 81 104 121

4.3 Priority for MHD vehicles at traffic signals

New and refurbished traffic signals are now by default equipped with technology which, in 
addition to dynamically managing traffic on the basis of vehicle and pedestrian demand, allows 
the right-of-way to be given to public transport vehicles.

Traffic signals on the tram network 1990 – 2010

During 2010 the total number of traffic signals with tram priority increased by 12. Twelve 
new traffic signals were installed on the tram network, and one traffic signal was temporarily 
taken offline. Of the total of 228 traffic signals on the tram network, as of 31 December 2010 
functional priority was given to trams at 145 (63.6 %), with the right-of-way absolute at 58 of 
those (25.4 %).

 
Traffic signal 5.816 Plzeňská – crossing at Poštovka stop Traffic signal 6.174 Milady Horákové – Pod baštami crossing
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Bus priority was put in place at the first pair of intersections in 2003 as part of the European 
project Trendsetter. In 2010 a further 17 traffic signals equipped for allowing priority to be given 
to buses were installed, bringing the total to 121, of which 114 work on the basis of active 
detection (on the principle of radio communication) and 7 on passive detection (vehicle loop 
detectors or video detectors in a dedicated lane).

4.4 Control centres

The system of central traffic management in the city is administered by the Technical Administration 
of Roads of the City of Prague – Department of Transportation Engineering. The Urban Traffic 
Control Centre (UTCC), located in the building of the MHD Central Dispatching on Na bojišti 
street in Prague 2, underwent extensive and demanding renovations in 2009.

A web application for providing traffic information and a software application for transportation 
engineering (using data from the centre for traffic analyses) were financed as part of the OPD 
project (see Chapter 14). Work continued on creating pre-set traffic scenarios in 2010, to be put 
in place either based on the time of day or on the basis of specific current traffic situations 
ascertained by detectors.

As of 31 December 2010, a total of 270 traffic signals were connected to the UTCC Prague 
via the various automatic Area Traffic Control Centres (ATCC). It was thus possible to control 
nearly half (47 %) of all the traffic signals installed in Prague’s streets from the top level. The 
connection of further traffic signals was made easier by the completion of construction on all 11 
ATCCs in 2010. VRS 2100, MIGRA and SCALA remained the three main systems for monitoring 
and managing traffic.

 
BARCO video wall at UTCC Prague Strategic section detectors on Spořilovská street

Modernisation of the UTCC has also allowed for wider application in terms of collecting and 
providing traffic information from the territory of Prague, including full compatibility with the system 
of the National Transportation Information Centre. Another asset in terms of traffic oversight 
and management was the data connection between the UTCC and the new Prague Ring Road 
dispatch centre in Rudná. Information for the UTCC is provided primarily by 23 sectional and 108 
spot strategic traffic detectors and 28 climatic carriageway detectors. Traffic detectors provide 
information on traffic volume, vehicle occupancy, traffic jams, traffic composition and the like. 
Their installation was completed in 2010.

4.5 Traffic Information Centre (TIC) Prague

TIC Prague has been in operation since 1 July 2005, offering information services in monitoring 
and classifying traffic levels, providing information on planned long-term closures and exceptional 
circumstances on the road network and providing output from the city’s information database, 
primarily for websites. The source of data for the information distributed is the UTCC Prague 
systems and a number of devices installed on the streets.

Another important TIC Prague service for drivers is RDS-TMC (Radio Data System – Traffic 
Message Channel), which is able to display current traffic information on navigation maps inside 
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vehicles and adapt routes to the current situation. The appearance of the messages (broadcasting 
is provided in cooperation with Czech Radio Regina) is completely standardised according to the 
international ALERT C standards. RDS-TMC broadcasting was launched for the territory of Prague 
on 1 July 2005, the first place in the Czech Republic and in the whole former Eastern Bloc.

Current traffic information acquired from TIC Prague is used by City of Prague web traffic 
applications to create a traffic volume map, tables with traffic levels, to distribute screen captures 
from selected traffic cameras and to provide information about road restrictions (closures).

4.6 Television monitoring systems (TVD)

At the end of 2010 there were three camera monitoring systems in operation in Prague. The 
Technical Administration of Roads of the City of Prague (TSK) administers a TVD system that 
primarily monitors traffic. The centre for the TVD system is the Urban Traffic Control Centre on 
Na bojišti street and it is primarily used by UTCC dispatchers and TIC Prague.

There were a total of 245 cameras connected to the TVD-TSK system at the close of 2010. Of 
this number, 86 cameras located in Prague tunnels have a video detection function (48 in the 
Strahov tunnel, 32 in the Mrázovka tunnel and 6 in the Zlíchov automobile tunnel).

In 2009 and 2010, 20 cameras with a comprehensive telematic monitoring system were installed 
on the Jižní spojka, Spořilovská and 5. května streets. These cameras generally have a fixed 
position and primarily serve to count traffic on the basis of video detection. They can also detect 
traffic congestion and evaluate several other traffic situations.

Two further systems serve to monitor the situation in the metro (Prague Public Transport 
Company’s system) and for general security purposes and monitoring public order (the Municipal 
Camera System).

 
Comprehensive telematic monitoring system on Spořilovská street VMS Podbabská

4.7 Variable message signs (VMS)

Variable message signs (VMS) are installed in Prague in order to display up-to-date information 
about the traffic situation on connected roads and on short-term and long-term closures, 
particularly in relation to the tunnels of the City Ring Road. Altogether there were 22 functional 
VMSs in Prague as of 31 December 2010 (the device located near the Patočkova – Střešovická 
intersection was temporarily taken offline due to ongoing work on the City Ring Road).

4.8 Speed measurement and capturing red-light violations

Devices for measuring speed on a road section consist of a pair of gates with cameras that 
take a picture of the vehicle at the beginning and end of the section. On the basis of vehicle 
identification from the licence plate, the length of the section and the time data, the average 
speed is calculated.

At the end of 2010, speed was determined in this manner at 21 stretches in Prague (five in both 
directions is counted as two sections). Two new sections were implemented – one on the Jižní 
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spojka between Spořilovská and 5. května and the second connecting the already existing end 
measurement portal on Dobříšská with the start portal in the Mrázovka tunnel.

Section speed measurement in Prague (as of 31 December 2010) – in parentheses the percent of infractions for Nov 2010

1 5. května toward centre (5 %) 12 Patočkova – toward centre (9 %)

2 Bělohorská – from centre (3 %) 13 Poděbradská – toward centre (1 %) 

3 Dobříšská – toward Barrandovský most (5 %) 14 Poděbradská – from centre (under 1 %)

4 Dobříšská – toward Mrázovka tunnel (3 %) 15 Podolské nábřeží – toward centre (3 %) 

5 Dobříšská –Mrázovka tunnel – sections 4 a 20* 16 Strahovský tunel – direction Mrázovka (1 %) 

6 Evropská – toward centre (2 %) 17 Strahovský tunel – direction Patočkova (1 %) 

7 Jižní spojka 1 – by Vrbova, direction Krč (1 %) 18 Strakonická – toward centre (under 1 %) 

8 Jižní spojka 2 – section 5. května – Chodovská (2 %) 19 Mrázovka tunnel – direction Barrandovský most (4 %) 

9 Jižní spojka 3 – Průmyslová – cable bridge (3 %) 20 Mrázovka tunnel – direction Strahovský tunel (3 %) 

10 Jižní spojka 4 – sections 1 and 2 (15 %) 21 Ústecká – from centre (3 %)

11 Jižní spojka 5 – Spořilovská – 5. května*

* new section, no data available for November 2010

 
Section speed measurement on Evropská Information on travel time on Evropská street

A technically similar, but straight profile, device for measuring speed was installed near the 
Ořechovka tram stop in 2010 in the direction toward the city centre. At this site, one camera 
is installed along with two induction loops in the carriageway. The new restrictive application 
replaces the former speed measurement device, which was only of an informative nature.

Also falling into the category of devices for recording traffic infractions are 14 devices installed 
at intersections for detecting and documenting the running of red lights in the city. In 2010 this 
device was not added to any traffic light controlled intersection, but implementation is planned 
for further traffic signals in the future.

Traffic signals with monitoring of red-light violations (as of 31 December 2010) 

0.612a Černokostelecká – Průmyslová (new technology) 5.499 K Barrandovu – K Holyni (new technology)

2.029 nám. I. P. Pavlova – Sokolská (new technology) 5.529 Plzeňská – Jeremiášova

2.069 Legerova – Rumunská 5.569 K Barrandovu – Lamačova (new technology)

4.409 Chodovská – U plynárny 5.974 K Barrandovu – Ke Smíchovu (new technology)

4.449 Chilská – Opatovská 6.122 Bělohorská – Kukulova (new technology)

4.450 Generála Šišky – Československého exilu 8.278 Střelničná – Ďáblická

5.018 Jiráskův most – Janáčkovo nábřeží 9.297 Kolbenova – Kbelská

4.9 Travel time information

As of 31 December 2010 there were 8 segments in operation where drivers were provided with 
information on the actual expected trip time between two points. The same camera technology 
is used for measuring travel times as is for measuring vehicle speed and recording red light 
violations. Licence plate recognition does not serve for restrictive measures in this case, but to 
inform drivers. The travel time is calculated automatically from the licence plates without any 
human intervention and the licence plate photos are immediately erased from the system.
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CHANGES IN TRAFFIC ORGANISATION

The most significant change in the organisation of transportation in Prague in 2010 was the 
opening of the south-west section of the Prague Ring Road on 20 September 2010. In connection 
with this, the following adjustments to traffic organisation were made:

heavy freight vehicles of over 12 tonnes were barred from the City Ring Road and K Barrandovu  
street

increased capacity on alternate route to Prague Ring Road 

traffic signal at the connection from the ramp from Modřanská to the Barrandov bridge turned  
off and the number of lanes reduced from three to two before the place where they meet

“no entry” signs put in place for freight vehicles over 7.5 t and 3.5 t on local roads in  
Prague 4 so that these vehicles could not abuse them as alternate routes

The above traffic measures along with boosting the capacity of the Štěrboholy Radial Road, 
increasing the awareness of drivers about the travel time on the Jižní spojka, and the use of 
other telematic applications has led to a marked reduction in the level of heavy freight traffic 
on the Jižní spojka and K Barrandovu street and thereby a reduction in negative repercussions 
(noise, emissions, vibrations) for the residential areas in Krč, Braník and Barrandov, along with an 
overall increase in the fluency and safety of transportation on the above roads.

The reduced volume of freight traffic on the Jižní spojka was taken advantage of to introduce 
an express MHD bus line for fast connection between Jižní Město and Smíchov.

Over the course of 2010, transitional changes continued to take place in traffic organisation 
during the construction of the City Ring Road and the Malovanka, Prašný most and Špejchar 
grade-separated intersections which, though they can be considered local in nature, have 
a significant influence on the flow of traffic on the roads of Prague 6, as well as the whole 
north-west sector of the city.

In March, Patočkova street was closed in the section between the Malovanka interchange and 
Myslbekova in connection with the launch of construction on the deepened tunnel section of 
the 2.B phase of the Strahov tunnel. Automobile traffic was rerouted to a bidirectional detour 
via Myslbekova, Bělohorská and Pod Královkou. The measure also affected the routing of MHD 
bus and tram lines.

From July on, construction work on connecting up to the Brusnice tunnel section required 
Patočkova street to be closed all the way to Střešovická, and motor vehicle traffic was rerouted 
from the intersection with Střešovická along a provisional road alongside the castle ramparts up 
to the intersection of Myslbekova and Nad vojenským hřbitovem.

In the second half of the year, traffic was renewed along the final north carriageway of Milady 
Horákové street from Letná through Špejchar to Prašný most.

Traffic restrictions also remained in 2010 on the roads of the Prague Ring Road, Novopacká and 
Kbelská where they connect to the Vysočany Radial Road, as well as on Kbelská and Veselská 
during construction of the Letňany interchange.

In connection with the construction of “A” metro line stations for the Dejvická – Motol extension, 
traffic was restricted on Evropská and Kukulova streets from October on.

There were significant traffic restrictions on the Prague Ring Road during reconstruction on the 
Slivenec – Třebonice segment (complete closure of one carriageway from March to September 
2010 with traffic diverted in both directions to other carriageway) and a reduction in the number 
of lanes on Strakonická until the Prague Ring Road was opened in connection with construction 
of the Zbraslav interchange.

Minor traffic organisation changes took place in making local roads one-way and establishing 
residential zones and “Tempo 30” zones in some city districts.

Minor modifications in traffic organisations took place in the centre of Prague in 2010 on some 
service roads, for example expansion of the pedestrian zone on Jilská in the Old Town or the 
creation of residential zones in front of school buildings in Prague 2 (Na hrobci, Kladská, and 
Sázavská streets).
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ROAD TRAFFIC SAFETY

6.1 Traffic accidents

In 2010, 18 190 accidents were recorded in Prague (+17 % compared to 2009). There were 594 
accidents involving pedestrians (-12 %), with 16 casualties (+23 %) and 560 injuries (-11 %). 
Pedestrians themselves caused 262 accidents (-14 %), in which 5 persons were killed (+0 %) 
and 243 injured (-14 %). The decisive majority of accidents were caused by drivers (17 555 of 
18 190 accidents, or 97 %). The main causes of accidents caused by drivers were improper 
driving and failure to yield. The number of accidents where alcohol was detected in the culprit 
was 510 (-12 %).

Accidents, impact on health and main causes

Year 2008 2009 2010 diff. 10/09 (%)

Number of accidents 30 251 15 583 18 190 +17

Number of fatal injuries 38 40 29 -27

Number of serious injuries 334 347 279 -20

Number of minor injuries 1 941 2 082 1 893 -9

Number of accidents with injury 1 909 2 094 1 885 -10

Number of accidents without injury 28 342 13 489 16 305 +21

Number caused by the driver 29 530 14 968 17 555 +17

failure to keep proper distance 7 777 2 555 3 240 +27

lack of due care and attention 4 506 2 211 2 784 +26

red light violation 461 327 338 +3

failure to yield in violation of traffic sign 1 981 933 1 065 +14

failure to yield when turning left 962 589 577 -2

failure to yield when passing from lane to lane 2 601 1 175 1 444 +23

failure to adapt to speed and density of traffic 154 104 92 -12

failure to adapt to vehicle condition 216 158 101 -36

failure to adapt to road conditions (ice, potholes, wetness, mud, etc.) 989 911 1 172 +29

failure to adapt speed to road (turn, width, decline, incline, etc.) 281 208 152 -27

Caused by road defect 77 72 96 +33

Caused by pedestrian 326 304 262 -14

Caused by cyclist 45 68 72 +6

In assessing the long-term trends in accident rates it can be stated that from the 1960s through 
the 1980s, the long-term development of the accident rate was relatively positive, as the number 
of recorded traffic accidents roughly corresponded to the development of traffic volume and 
increased at a slower rate than traffic volume. In the 1990s the general tendency of development 
reversed to become quite negative, as the number of traffic accidents started growing faster than 
the volume of traffic. This led to an increase in the risk of accident, expressed as an indicator 
of the relative accident rate (the number of accidents per million vehicle kilometres travelled).

Since 2001, the number of recorded traffic accidents has gone down despite ongoing growth of 
automobile traffic, thus the relative accident rate has also decreased (by 66 % in 2010 against 
2000).

The provisions of Act No 361/2000 Coll. on road traffic and its subsequent amendments have 
also had an influence on the marked drop in the number of recorded accidents since 2001, 
having several times changed the obligation to report accidents to the police. Traffic accidents 
without injury or damage to a third party need only be reported where the material damage 
exceeds the following amounts:

until end of 2000 CZK 1 000 
since January 2001 CZK 20 000 
since July 2006 CZK 50 000 
since January 2009 CZK 100 000 
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TSK-ÚDI

LOCATIONS AND ROAD SECTIONS WITH HIGH ACCIDENT RATES IN 2010
 location (intersection) road section

– intersection with 1.7 and more accidents per mil. vehicles
– road sections with 0.7 and more accidents 

per mil. vehicleskm in section

TSK-ÚDI

PLACES AND STRETCHES WITH HIGHEST NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS INVOLVING 
PEDESTRIANS IN 2010
 location (intersection) road section
– intersections with 3 and more pedestrian accidents in year
– road sections with 3 and more pedestrian accidents in year
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A positive trend in traffic safety is the reduction 
in the number of fatal, serious and minor injuries 
incurred in traffic accidents, despite the ongoing 
growth of automobile traffic in the city. The 
overall number of injuries in traffic accidents fell 
from 3 861 in 2000 to 2 201 in 2010, by 43 %, 
while in the same period automobile traffic in 
Prague has risen 33 %.

Even more positive is a comparison of the long-
term trend in the number of injuries with the 
volume of automobile traffic. Over the last 20 
years, automobile traffic has risen to more than 
triple 1990 levels (by 204 %), while the number 
of injuries in traffic accidents has fallen 33 % 
(from 3 269 injuries in 1990 to 2 201 in 2010), 
covering all kinds of injury – fatal, serious and minor.

Number of traffic accidents, injuries and relative accident rate 1961 – 2010

Year
Total accidents Fatal injuries Serious injuries Minor injuries Relative 

accident rate

Traffic 

volume %number % number % number % number %

1961 5 495 30 63 69 580 157 2 361 84 7.3 31

1971 8 496 47 123 135 567 154 4 046 144 5.1 69

1981 13 064 72 81 89 401 109 2 572 92 7.1 76

1990 18 024 100 94 100 369 100 2 806 100 7.5 100

1995 33 898 188 123 131 679 184 4 044 144 7.9 178

2000 40 560 225 80 85 521 141 3 260 116 7.4 228

2005 33 349 185 61 65 393 107 2 603  93 5.1 273

2008 30 251 168 38 40 334 91 1 941 69 4.7 288

2009 15 583 86 40 42 347 94 2082 74 2.2 291

2010 18 190 101 29 31 279 76 1 893 67 2.5 304

100 % = the year 1990

Relative accident rate = number of accidents per million VKT (average values, whole road network)

Traffic volume = vehicle kilometres travelled (VKT), whole road network

Accidents, injuries and traffic volume in Prague 1961 – 2010

whole road network, annual total

Accident at intersection of Legerova – Rumunská
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6.2 Traffic education

The City of Prague devoted significant attention to child traffic education in 2010. A number 
of programmes were provided, in particular including a programme for systematic training at 
child traffic playgrounds (hereinafter CTPs), a programme for beginning cyclists (Young Cyclist 
Traffic Competition), traffic education programmes for children and youth, interactive theatre 
presentations for children with traffic education themes, and other events.

There were nine permanent CTPs in operation in Prague in 2010. Education at these child traffic 
playgrounds took place according to the traffic education thematic plan drawn up by the Ministry 
of Transport. This plan is primarily focused on 4th grade elementary school students, because 
these are beginning cyclists. In the case of extra room at the CTP, students of other elementary 
schools grades or nursery school children can also take part in the exercises. In 2010 a total of 
36 041 elementary school students went through organised training at Prague CTPs. Taking part 
in the afternoon programmes were 19 705 children.

The programme for beginning cyclists – Young 
Cyclist Traffic Competition – is held by the 
Ministry of Transport in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport and is 
made up of four parts: tests on the rules of the 
road, a practical road test (in Prague these take 
place at child traffic playgrounds), a road skill 
test (a practical ride around various obstacles) 
and first aid knowledge.

A number of safety drives took place for adult 
participants of road traffic as well in 2010 (spring 
and autumn skill drives for the driving public, 
events for hearing impaired motorists).

Traffic education also includes the training for 
drivers that every employer is required to provide within the meaning of the Labour Code for 
employees that drive a business or personal vehicle of up to 3.5 t while carrying out their 
work.

6.3 Measures to increase traffic safety

In 2010, a total of CZK 11.8 million was spent on current expenditures under the BESIP (road 
traffic safety) budget to implement measures to increase safety on the road network in Prague. 
Current expenditures are primarily used to install assembled speed humps and highway mirrors, 
install and adjust crash barriers and railings, perform carriageway surface roughening, run the 
project “Safe route to school – pedestrian crossings” and other traffic safety measures. An 
amount of CZK 31.3 million was drawn for capital spending on construction of speed humps, 
installing lighting for pedestrian crossings (installed in a total of 34 locations in 2010 at a cost 
of CZK 17.7 million), and other structural and non-structural safety measures.

 
New Z-type crossing across Bělohorská street New dividing islands at Pod hranicí – V hůrkách intersection

Child traffic playground in Karlov
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PARKING

7.1 The city centre

In the centre of the city, predominately made up of the approximately 9 km2 of the Prague 
Conservation Area (PCA), no significant changes to the organisation of parking took place in 
2010. Paid parking zones (PPZ) are in operation to the same extent as in 2009 on local streets 
over the whole territory of city districts Prague 1 and Prague 2, and the parts of Prague 3 and 
Prague 7 that fall under the narrow city centre. The number of spots in the PPZs changes slightly 
every year as the result of various, generally temporary, traffic restrictions.

PPZ operators, and thanks to them also the municipal authorities of the city districts where 
PPZs are in place, have a very good overview of the number of parking/stopping spots on local 
streets in the territory they administer and the use of those spots. The most important data 
on the state of PPZs in 2010, particularly in terms of occupancy rates and respecting of spots 
reserved for residents/subscribers and visitors, as well as changes compared to 2009, are given 
in the following table.

Situation in established PPZs in 2010, development of occupancy and respecting of zones

Occupancy and respect coefficients
Prague 1 Prague 2 Prague 3 Prague 7

 of spots %  of spots %  of spots %  of spots %

Total 9 090 100 12 570 100 13 560 100 9 120 100

Residents + subscribers (blue zone) 6 680 73 10 255 82 11 670 86 7 620 83

   occupancy coefficient 2010 - 79.6 - 75.6 - 68.1 - 71.7

   occupancy coefficient 2009 - 79.4 - 75.6 - 67.3 - 73.0

change in occupancy coefficient 2010-2009 - +0.2 - 0.0 - +0.8 - - 1.3

   respect coefficient 2010 - 87.8 - 91.9 - 90.8 - 93.4

   respect coefficient 2009 - 85.1 - 90.0 - 91.4 - 91.2

change in respect coefficient 2010-2009 - +2.7 - +1.9 - -0.6 - +2.2

Visitors (orange and green zones) 2 260 25 2 185 17 1 690 12 1 420 16

   occupancy coefficient 2010 - 75.1 - 63.2 - 57.5 - 58.1

   occupancy coefficient 2009 - 77.3 - 65.8 - 55.0 - 59.5

change in occupancy coefficient 2010-2009 - -2.2 - -2.6 - +2.5 - -1.4

   respect coefficient 2010 - 45.8 - 50.2 - 71.5 - 50.9

   respect coefficient 2009 - 46.0 - 54.4 - 59.1 - 49.9

change in respect coefficient 2010-2009 - -0.2 - -4.2 - +12.4 - +1.0

It is apparent from the above table that respect for the “visitor” zone was much lower in 2009 
– 2010 than in the zone for residents and subscribers, hovering between 46 and 72 %. It was 
lowest in Prague 1 (around 46 %) and highest in Prague 3 (around 60 – 71.5 %).

Following a decision by the City of Prague Council from 2009 on the introduction of “mixed 
zones”, which would allow more effective use of parking capacity on several stretches of local 
road, a mixed zone was introduced on the territory of Prague 2, for now as its 1st part on 
Španělská street between Vinohradská and Mánesova.

For daytime visitor parking in the centre of Prague there are also guarded surface parking lots 
with a linear hourly rate for parking (e.g. at Florenc, Wilsonova by Hlavní nádraží, Alšovo nábř., 
Malostranské nám., etc.). The price for 1 hour of parking at these guarded parking lots currently 
ranges from CZK 20/hr (Florenc) to CZK 40/hr (Alšovo nábř., Malostranské nám.).

Motorised visitors of the city centre can also park their cars in mass parking lots or garages, 
which are generally underground and were built as part of large shopping centres, hotels, social 
facilities and other commercial properties.

The price for 1 hour of visitor parking in public parking garages in the centre ranges between 
CZK 40 and 50, while the prices in some large shopping centres have been discounted for the 
vehicles of shoppers.

7



The Yearbook of Transportation Prague 2010 45

Residents and subscribers can also use the unused capacity of such mass parking lots and 
garages. The price for parking a vehicle is rather high however, often reaching CZK 5 000 – 
6 000 a month. Night parking is generally cheaper.

7.2 The rest of the city

The situation for stopping and parking vehicles in parts of the city outside the centre continues 
to worsen, particularly in residential areas with high-rise apartment blocks. Residents living here 
and their visitors can primarily make use of parking spots on local roads, and to a lesser extent 
also the occasional mass parking garage or guarded surface lot. In areas with low-rise buildings, 
locals can park their vehicles on private property or in individual garages.

In some areas outside the city centre it is more and more difficult to find a spot for short-term 
parking near local amenities (educational and healthcare facilities, shopping centres, etc.). For this 
reason, short-term and potentially even paid parking is being created.

The prices for visitor parking in parking lots and garages in the middle zone of the city tend to 
fall the farther from the centre one is. For example, at the Flora garage in Prague 3 the price is 
CZK 300/day, while the Limuzská garage in Prague 10 charges just CZK 120/day.

 
Paid parking near Nové náměstí in Uhříněves Flora garages

The number of parking spots in public and private garages within the city but outside the centre 
is estimated at around 200 000. Around 40 000 vehicles can park on parking lots not on the 
street.

7.3 Park and Ride facilities (P+R)

The system of P+R facilities provides potential users with a more appropriate method of realising 
their trips through the city than driving a passenger automobile. In many cases it provides 
the best possible parameters for navigating areas that cannot be covered by a single type of 
transportation. Park and Ride lots have a positive effect on the environment city-wide and can 
help resolve traffic situations during extreme or even crisis situations that have a negative effect 
on the flow of traffic.

The capacity of the system of P+R lots has been expanding in the capital since 1997. The most 
recent increase took place in 2008 when the P+R Letňany facilities were put into service.

Currently there are approximately 2 900 spots for the basic functions of the P+R system available 
at 17 lots in 14 locations.
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Locations of existing lots in the P+R system

Operation

Park and Ride lots are set up as public, fenced-off, guarded parking lots for passenger vehicles with 
a regulated parking period. The operating period is from 4:00 in the morning until 1:00 in the morning 
of the following day. On Friday and Saturday night the operating period is extended until 2:00.

 
P+R Zličín 1 Multi-level P+R Letňany

Price for parking and integration into PID

The price for parking is set at CZK 10 for each single uninterrupted stay of the vehicle during 
the lot’s operating period. It is forbidden to use the parking lot outside the stipulated operating 
hours and if the user is not continuing on to their destination by PID transit. For every violation 
of the operating rules the lot operator is entitled to collect an amount of CZK 100.

In terms of fare, the P+R lots are integrated into the Prague integrated public transport system 
through pre-paid tickets and discounted daily or return tickets.
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Development of the number of parked vehicles at P+R parking lots

Use of P+R system lots

The effect of the gradual growth in use of 
P+R lots connected to the “C” metro line was 
perceptible in 2010, made possible by the high-
capacity lots at P+R Chodov and P+R Letňany. 
The capacity of these relatively new lots was 
now almost completely filled on workdays.

Aside from three lots (P+R Běchovice, 
P+R Palmovka and P+R Skalka 2), the capacity 
for the basic function of the P+R system is 
regularly fully exploited.

It is possible to put together a summary of 
orientational characteristics for the various P+R 
lots based on the daily variations of capacity 
use in the month of October, such as most 
frequent filling of lot capacity (on weekdays) or maximum period of lot being 99 % full.

Orientation period of full capacity at individual lots (ranked by time of filled capacity)

Parking lot Capacity Connecting transport Capacity full at Period of 99 % utilisation

P+R Zličín 2 60   Metro B 6:15 9 h 30 min

P+R Holešovice 74   Metro C 6:35 9 h 35 min

P+R Nové Butovice 57   Metro B 6:40 8 h 50 min

P+R Zličín 1 84   Metro B 6:45 7 h 55 min

P+R Ládví 78   Metro C 7:00 8 h 05 min

P+R Rajská zahrada 90   Metro B 7:40 7 h 20 min

P+R Černý Most 1 294   Metro B 7:45 7 h 40 min

P+R Radotín 15   Train S7 8:00 7 h 25 min

P+R Černý Most 2 131   Metro B 8:10 5 h 40 min

P+R Opatov 181   Metro C 8:40 6 h 00 min

P+R Skalka 1 43   Metro A 8:40 6 h 40 min

P+R Depo Hostivař 169   Metro A 8:45 6 h 10 min

P+R Chodov 653   Metro C 10:20 3 h 45 min

P+R Letňany 633   Metro C 10:50 3 h 00 min

P+R Skalka 2 74   Metro A - -

P+R Palmovka 168   Metro B - -

P+R Běchovice 87   Train S1 - -

P+R Opatov
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The use of P+R lots changes regularly over the year. There is a drop in the use of P+R lots 
during periods with less motor vehicle traffic (the winter months and summer holidays).

Annual variation in number of parked vehicles at P+R facilities 2007 – 2010

Number of vehicles parked at P+R lots in the month of October (2007 – 2010)

Parking lot 2007 2008 2009 2010
Běchovice 173 215 191 90
Černý Most 1 11 727 11 294 10 942 10 881
Černý Most 2 3 281 3 482 2 912 2 817
Depo Hostivař 4 519 5 936 5 737 5 474
Holešovice 2 890 3 500 3 785 3 940
Chodov 12 857 17 607 19 763 18 668
Ládví 2 748 2 593 2 284 2 175
Letňany - 12 456 16 567 18 510
Nové Butovice 2 264 2 346 2 164 2 228
Opatov 6 180 6 143 6 039 5 790
Palmovka 1 417 1 416 1 225 1 277
Radotín 296 286 431 348
Rajská zahrada 2 595 2 920 2 805 2 502
Skalka 1 2 029 1 917 1 745 1 824
Skalka 2 318 731 757 647
Zličín 1 3 109 3 175 2 879 3 722
Zličín 2 2 735 2 746 2 924 2 649
Total 59 138 78 763 83 150 83 542

  
Some of the types of bike stands used P+R lots

Additional service at P+R facilities

Additional services include bicycle storage (Bike & Ride), long-term parking at four selected lots, 
as well as night and weekend parking at P+R lot Rajská zahrada.
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Economics of operations

Data on the economics of P+R lots only pertain to the 14 parking lots administered by TSK and 
do not include VAT.

The operating costs in 2010 totalled CZK 20 495 000. Of that, 73.4 % was used to pay the 
operators, 17.8 % on services, electricity and rent and 8.8 % for repairs and revision of the 
technology and equipment at P+R lots.

The operating revenue of P+R lots is comprised of the parking fees and other fees connected 
to the use of P+R lots (fines, additional services). In 2010 the total revenues totalled roughly 
CZK 6 727 000.

The total balance of operations at the 14 P+R lots (administered by TSK) therefore amounts to 
a loss and in 2010 the operation of these parking lots was subsidised with an amount of CZK 
13 768 000.

7.4 Kiss and Ride points (K+R)

Kiss and Ride points are a system of combined transportation of persons with connection 
between individual automobile transportation and public mass transit without the need for long-
term parking. “Kiss and Ride” stopping points allow for short-term stopping of vehicles in order 
for passengers to exit or enter the vehicle near metro stations. The system is primarily used for 
trips to work, school, or recreation, where the passengers in the vehicle have differing points of 
departure or destinations.

K+R stopping spots are labelled with horizontal road markings with a vertical “Parking” sign 
with the text “5 minutes” and an added “K+R” panel, or with a vertical “No Parking” sign and 
sometimes an added panel with the text “K+R”.

On 14 September 2010, an amendment to Decree No 30/2001 Coll., on implementing the road 
traffic rules and the management of road traffic entered into force. The amending Decree No 
247/2010 Coll. introduces the term “K+R parking lot” and specifies the new vertical “K+R Parking 
Lot” traffic sign. The current vertical traffic signs will gradually be replaced on the basis of this 
decree.

As of the end of 2010, the following K+R points were available at public transport stations 
(in parentheses is the location of the stopping point specified by the street name).

K+R stopping point

direction into centre direction out of centre

Kobylisy (Nad Šutkou) Háje (U modré školy) Černý Most (Chlumecká)

Ládví (Střelničná) Kačerov (Michelská) Chodov (Roztylská)

Letňany (Beladova) Opatov (Chilská) Letňany (Beladova)

Prosek (Vysočanská) Radlická (Radlická) Radlická (Radlická)

Prosek (Prosecká) Vltavská (nábř. Kpt. Jaroše) Radotín (Vrážská)

I. P. Pavlova (Legerova) Želivského (Vinohradská) Kačerov (Michelská)

 

K+R Radlická in the direction out of the centre IP11a + E13 B29 + E13

New vertical 

“K+R Parking Lot” 

traffic sign 

IP13e
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BICYCLE TRAFFIC

New structures, traffic measures and signage

A new cycle track was opened in Vysočany in 2010, along which arterial cycle routes lead. New 
routes were also realised in Opatov, and the abandoned railway line in Žižkov was also prepared 
to use for cyclists. New traffic signs for marking cycle routes were also completed in several 
areas, including traffic signal provisions.

 
Cycle track in Vysočany Passage and view through the Hunger Wall at Petřín

In April 2010, the labelling of a legal passage through Petřín between Malá Strana, Strahov and 
Pohořelec was completed. The section between Strahov and Pohořelec is part of the arterial A32 
cycle route. Small cycle pictocorridors were used to mark the passage, being more appropriate 
for the park environment than vertical traffic signs.

In connection with the construction of new bridges on the Prague Ring Road, cyclist bridges 
were added to these structures.

 
Completed hanging bridge across the Berounka, route A50 New signals for cyclists at Milady Horákové – Pelléova intersection

Cyclists in Prague Integrated Public Transport (PID)

All PID ferries connecting the banks of the Vltava (and thereby also the arterial A1 and A2 cycle routes) 
transport bicycles free of charge. On non-workdays from 3 April through 3 October 2010, a PID cycle 
bus was operated along the route Dobřichovice – Černolice – Řitka – Mníšek pod Brdy – Kytín.

Transportation of bicycles is possible on stipulated stretches and directions of all trams. Bicycles cannot 
be transported on workdays between 6:00 and 20:00 and further conditions must also be met.

Vehicles allowing the transportation of bicycles provide service on all the railway lines included 
in PID. Greater numbers of bicycles can be transported in particular on lines serviced by electric 
units or those with extra cars for the transportation of bicycles. Bicycles on Czech Railways trains 
must be covered according to the ČD Tariff (as accompanying luggage for CZK 25). 

The “cycle-train” on the route Praha Masarykovo nádraží – Praha-Dejvice – Hostivice – Středokluky 
– Podlešín – Slaný was in operation on non-workdays from 27 March until 31 October 2010. 
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On 1 July 2010, a trial period was launched allowing bicycles to be transported on the Petřín 
funicular. At most two bicycles can be transported.

Support for cyclists

A further 57 bicycle stands were installed within 
Prague in 2010.

Bicycle traffic survey in Prague in 2010

Ten automatic counters with on-line output 
provide highly comprehensive data 24 hours 
a day year-round. Seventeen further locations are 
being prepared. Further important information is 
provided by annual manual surveys at selected 
sites. Compared to 2009, cyclist volume 
increased at 33 of 60 comparable sites. The 
total volume at comparable sites increased 
approximately 30 % in one year (from 16 228 
to 21 314 cyclists). The most heavily trafficked 
points remained Podolské nábřeží – the area around the Vyšehrad tunnel (2 775 cyclists a day, 
approx. +40 % compared to 2009), Trojská lávka (1 794 cyclists a day) and Vltavanů (1 290 
cyclists a day). On the new cycle track in Vysočany, 1 108 cyclists per day were counted.

Selected cyclist survey stations (total number of cyclists in both directions, workday, 7:00–20:00)

Name of station Placement of station 2007 2008 2009 2010
Podolské nábřeží by Dvorce tram stop 1 121 1 116 596 1 332
Hostivař reservoir by the dam 405 378 409 218
Vltavanů by the cinema 1 243 791 1 585 1 290
Trojská lávka on the bridge (including cyclists walking their bikes) 1 070 2 142 1 918 1 794
Stromovka Gotthardská 318 256 406 441
Podbabská by the MHD bus stop V Podbabě 331 574 248 622
Kampa south bridging of the Čertovka 438 478 241 613
Na Příkopě Václavské náměstí – Havířská 280 376 303 418
Jindřišská Václavské náměstí – Panská 148 99 140 135
Nuselský most on the bridge 165 98 160 187

On 14 September 2010, Decree No 247/2010 Coll., on implementing the road traffic rules, 
entered into force. This decree introduced 7 new types of traffic signs for cyclists.

E12a, E12b – Cyclists allowed entry in opposite direction (supplemental plates are added to signs IP4b or B2), V8b – Crossing for cyclists tied 

to pedestrian crossing (two possible designs), V20 – Pictogram corridor for cyclists, IS 10e – Signal for recommended left-turn for cyclists, IS 

21d – End of cycle route, E12c – Direction permitted for cyclists

Development concept

On 26 October 2010, with its Resolution 1776, the Prague City Council approved the “Concept 
for development of bicycle transportation and recreational cycling in the City of Prague through 
2020”, including the general plan for arterial and main cycle routes. The main goal of the 
document is to increase the role of cyclists in Prague’s overall transportation volume.

Cyclists waiting for the P2 ferry V Podbabě – Podhoří
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PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC

Walking has indisputable importance as a fundamental, inexpensive and environmentally friendly 
method of transportation, serving not only to move people around, but also to consolidate their 
physical and mental health, for relaxation, and for establishing contact among people.

In 2010, attention was rightly paid primarily to increasing the safety of pedestrian traffic at collision 
sites with other types of traffic, in particular with automobile traffic, as well as revitalising parks 
and other recreational areas and construction or refurbishing of pedestrian routes (pavements, 
trails).

The highest volumes of pedestrian traffic in Prague are reached at the so-called “golden cross”, 
where the pedestrian route Václavské náměstí – Na můstku crosses with the streets 28. října – 
Na příkopě (5 000 to 8 000 pedestrians/hr on workdays).

“Tourist” pedestrian traffic is also significant, particularly on routes connecting the Old Town to 
Malá Strana. Following the removal of restrictions to pedestrian traffic on the Charles Bridge, 
which were caused by its long-term reconstruction, the volume of pedestrian traffic on this 
important section of the historic “Royal Route” once again reached values of around 4 000 
pedestrians at the peak hour.

During the period that pedestrian traffic on Charles Bridge was restricted, pedestrians began to 
make more use of other alternative routes connecting Hradčany or Malá Strana with the Old 
Town, which was seen in the increase of pedestrian traffic, particular in the afternoon, on the 
Legií and Mánes bridges, which are the closest to the Charles Bridge.

Among the main activities that contributed to the improvement of conditions for movement, sport 
and relaxation for pedestrians in 2010, we can name the following based on information from 
Prague city districts:

 establishing of pedestrian 

zones (PZ) in the city districts 
of Prague 1 (expansion of 
PZ on Jilská in the section 
Karlova – Zlatá), Prague 7 (PZ 
Antonínská – Bubenská, PZ 
Sádky), and Prague 11 (PZ at 
the entrance to Central Park by 
the street U modré školy)

 establishing of residential 

zones (OZ) in nine city districts

 construction of new paths for 

pedestrians: e.g. the pavement 
connecting Heřmanova street 
with the Vltavská metro station 
in Prague 7, on the street 
U nádrže in Prague 8, on 
Jáchymovská, K Řeporyjím and 
K Náplavce streets in Prague 13 and underpasses under Kukulova street in Prague 6 and 
under the railway tracks in Prague 19 – Kbely

 refurbishing and repairs for existing pavements in eleven city districts

 modification of public spaces for relaxation or sport: e.g. by the intersection Odborů – 
Na zbořenci in Prague 2, the recreational area near the intersection Vypich in Prague 6, the 
park “Srdce” between the streets Vysočanská and Prosecká in Prague 9, Central Park on 
Obchodní náměstí and the spaces of U vlečky and Labe in Prague 12, Veronské náměstí in 
Prague 15, central park in Prague 19 – Kbely.

A new impulse for increasing awareness of pedestrian traffic in the coming years could be the 
Prague City Council Resolution 1449 of 31 August 2010, which approved the “Development 
Principles for Pedestrian Traffic in the City of Prague” and where the council recommended that 
city organisations and all city districts do the maximum to fulfil these principles.
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AIR TRANSPORT

Passenger and freight air transport in Prague is primarily operated at Prague Airport, which lies 
on the north-west edge of the city. In addition there are several smaller airports situated within 
the city or in its close vicinity (Letňany – grass-covered public domestic airport, Kbely – military 
airport, Točná – grass-covered public domestic airport, currently out of service, Vodochody – 
private international airport).

Prague Airport has three take-off and landing runways, one of which has been out of operation 
for a long period. The total annual capacity of the runway system is about 200 000 aircraft 
movements/year. In 2010 the maximum hourly capacity was 46 aircraft movements (take-offs and 
landings). The total capacity of the passenger terminals is 15.5 million persons/year. There are 
two terminals for dealing with cargo, each with a capacity of 100 000 t/year.

In 2010 there were 47 carriers operating at Prague Airport, offering transportation to 131 
destinations. Czech Airlines was the carrier with the largest share of passengers (42 %). The 
largest volumes of passengers were headed to Great Britain (1.2 million), Germany (1.1 million), 
France (0.89 million), Italy (0.84 million), and Russia (0.74 million). The majority of passengers 
(90.5 %) were headed to European destinations, with the second largest proportion (4.6 %) 
headed to African destinations.

Compared to 2009, when there was a general 
drop in both freight and passenger air 
transport, 2010 saw a rebound in these areas. 
The number of passengers rose world-wide 
by 6.2 % over 2009 levels, while cargo grew 
16.8 %. At European airports the combined 
growth in passenger transport was 4.2 %, and 
18.7 % in freight transport.

The international position of Prague Airport is 
evident from the following table. It is clear 
from the data presented that the majority of 
airports experienced an increase in passenger 
transport against 2009 numbers, in some 
cases even reaching or surpassing numbers 
from 2008.

Number of passengers dispatched at selected airports (millions/year)

Airport 2000 2008 2009 2010 10/09 (%)

Hartsfield-Jackson International (Atlanta) 80.2 90.0 88.0 89.3 101.5

O`Hare International (Chicago) 72.1 69.4 64.4 67.0 104.0

London Heathrow 64.3 66.9 65.9 65.7 99.7

Paris Charles de Gaulle 47.8 60.9 57.9 58.2 100.5

Frankfurt 49.0 53.5 50.9 53.0 104.1

Madrid Barajas 32.6 50.8 48.3 49.9 103.3

Amsterdam Schiphol 39.3 47.4 43.5 45.3 104.1

Roma Fiumicino 25.9 35.2 33.8 36.3 107.4

Copenhagen Kastrup 18.2 21.5 19.7 21.5 109.1

Vienna Schwechat 11.8 19.7 18.1 19.7 108.8

Brussels Airport 21.5 18.5 17.0 17.1 100.6

Stockholm Arlanda 18.3 18.1 16.1 17.0 105.6

Prague Airport 5.8 12.6 11.6 11.6 100.0

Warsaw Frederic Chopin 4.3 9.5 8.3 9.0 108.4

Budapest Ferihegy 4.7 8.4 8.1 8.2 101.2

Bratislava M. R. Štefánik 0.3 2.2 1.7 1.7 100.0

Source: The Chicago Department of Aviation, Fraport Group, ACI, airport websites

The total volume of passengers processed in 2010 at the four Czech international airports 
(Prague, Brno, Ostrava, Karlovy Vary) was 12.3 million, 1.2 % less than in 2009. The volume 
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of transported cargo (goods and mail) on the other hand rose by 21.2 %, totalling 65 300 
tonnes.

 Share of airports in passenger transport volume Share of airports in freight transport volume

 % of total volume of passengers processed % of total volume of transported goods and mail

In 2010 a total of 11 556 900 passengers were processed at Prague Airport, essentially stagnating 
at 2009 levels. A total of 58 275.0 t of cargo was processed in air freight transport in 2010, 
15 798.8 t more than in 2009 (an increase of 37.2 %).

The number of take-offs and landings in 2010 was 156 052, which is 7 764 less than in 2009 
(a drop of 4.8 %).

 
Ruzyně control tower Full view of Terminal 2 interior

Development of volume at Prague Airport

number of passengers processed and airplane movements
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Monthly numbers of passengers dispatched at Prague Airport in the years 2008 – 2010

Prague Airport is approximately 11 km from the centre of the city. Special bus service is provided 
for airline passengers, and in addition the Airport Express line is timed to connect to Pendolino 
trains leaving the Praha hlavní nádraží train station.

The airport is also serviced by two express public transport bus lines from the end stations of 
the “A” and “B” metro lines in Dejvice (A) and Zličín (B). Other Prague Integrated Transport bus 
lines and long-distance and regional bus lines also pass through.

Taxi service is also available with both passenger cars and minibuses and a number of car rental 
outlets also operate at the airport. Individual automobile transport is the predominant method of 
transporting persons between the airport and the city.

Modal split of trips to and from the airport

September 2009, workday, 6:00-22:00 h

In 2010, more than 7 200 stopping and parking spots were available to the public and airport 
employees in the north part of the airport complex, of which 600 places were located in the 
cargo zone.

The largest number of parking spots (over 5 000) is available for the public and employees in 
parking sectors A, C, D and T1+2. The majority of spots are mid-term and long-term; 460 short-
term spots are available for services.

In the south part of the complex are 110 parking spots for the public situated at Terminal 3. In 
this part of the complex there are also further spots for airport employees, organisations that 
have a relation to the airport and residents of the adjacent residential buildings.
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WATER TRANSPORT

Water transport in Prague provides for the transportation of persons and cargo along the 
Vltava, of which 30.9 km flows within the boundaries of Prague. There are five locks in Prague 
(Modřany, Smíchov, Mánes, Štvanice, Podbaba). The capacity of the waterway is determined by 
the capacity of the Podbaba and Smíchov locks.

Number of boats passed through locks in Prague 2000 – 2010

Year
Lock

Modřany Smíchov Mánes Štvanice Podbaba

2000 1 898 21 716 3 747 5 775 1 897

2005 2 530 24 576 2 329 7 740 1 799

2006 2 265 24 247 2 285 6 492 1 736

2007 2 633 26 879 2 571 7 209 2 735

2008 2 824 28 622 2 286 7 810 2 788

2009 2 685 26 221 2 854 6 596 2 383

2010 2 414 25 797 2 720 8 950 2 335

Passenger boat transport along the Vltava is predominantly for tourist and social purposes. 
Several companies operate year-round, specialising in various types of sightseeing tours around 
Prague and a wide range of other services.

The largest operators of passenger boat transport include Pražská paroplavební společnost, a. s. 
which operates also several regular lines (total 90 730 passengers in the year 2010), Evropská 
vodní doprava, s. r. o. (193 000 passengers in 2010), AQUAVIA Praha, s. r. o. and První všeobecná 
člunovací společnost, s. r. o. The docks of their boats are on Rašínovo nábřeží between Palacký 
and Jirásek bridges, at Čech bridge and at Na Františku.

 
The boat Bohemia at the dock by Čech bridge Sightseeing boat Elbis at the Čertovka narrows

In addition to these large companies there are 
also a number of smaller companies that operate 
tours and social events based on individual 
orders. There are docks for these companies 
on both banks of the Vltava in the centre of 
the city, for example Na Františku, Kampa and 
Dvořákovo nábřeží.

In 2010, the first water craft powered by 
solar energy, Elektronemo, began operations 
(solar panels cover as much as 45 % of the 
consumption of the electric motors). The vessel 
can take on as many as 30 people; in the past 
year it performed sightseeing tours around the 
Vltava and anchored at Kampa.
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Historical boats are also in operation – OLD TIME BOATS for 6 – 10 persons, motor boats – TAXI 
BOAT for 2 – 3 persons and a number of sight-seeing restaurant boats.

Various domestic and foreign operators also carry out freight transport on the river. One of 
the largest operators is Evropská vodní doprava, s. r. o., which runs domestic and international 
transport of bulk cargo, heavy loads, containers, liquids and the like. Their fleet includes 38 
vessels and 1 tanker barge. The company also owns floating platforms for construction and 
other uses.

Volume of goods passed through locks in Prague 2000 – 2010 (goods transported in tonnes/year)

Year
Lock

Modřany Smíchov Mánes Štvanice Podbaba

2000 108 168 197 740 238 201 712 370 037

2005 56 759 59 378 690 106 749 302 726

2006 12 482 33 109 545 54 743 236 344

2007 18 344 32 037 35 38 280 393 159

2008 15 968 19 403 757 20 048 309 259

2009 476 23 903 31 55 213 219 145

2010 3 476 5 868 829 6 698 165 166

 
Measuring boat by Štefánik bridge Podbaba lock

There are 4 harbours within the city – Radotín, Smíchov, Holešovice and Libeň (out of service 
since 2006), which serve for the transhipment of various types of cargo.

The operator is České přístavy, a. s. The users of the harbours are transportation, warehousing, 
transhipment and manufacturing companies.

In addition to the harbours it is also possible to handle cargo using temporary transhipment 
stations and mobile floating ramps.

Volume of cargo at Prague harbours 2004 – 2010 (total transported cargo in tonnes/year)

Year
Port

Praha-Radotín Praha-Smíchov Praha-Holešovice Praha-Libeň

2004 58 961 19 642 31 311 14 236

2005 36 408 11 396 99 308 2 934

2006 13 932 559 114 462 0 

2007 20 597 9 986 182 974 0 

2008 10 068 4 016 84 792 0 

2009 0 78 237 24 845 0 

2010 0 364 53 207 0

According to the data provided by carriers, the operation of water freight transport is spasmodic, 
with the workload of the individual harbours oscillating heavily and the total volume of water 
freight transport in Prague falling.
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TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE AND ROAD 

MAINTENANCE

Transportation infrastructure in Prague is primarily financed by the city (City of Prague budget) 
and partially also by the state (State Fund for Transport Infrastructure). The construction of 
transportation infrastructure is organised by the investors, which for municipal investments are 
principally the Municipal Investment Division (OMI), the Technical Administration of Roads of the 
City of Prague (TSK) and the Prague Public Transport Company (DPP). For state investments 
these are primarily the Road and Motorway Directorate of the Czech Republic (ŘSD) and Railway 
Infrastructure Administration (SŽDC).

On 20 September 2010, with the President of the Czech Republic in attendance, one of the most 
important transportation works was put into operation – the south section of the Prague Ring 

Road (PO) (ŘSD, total length 23 km, of which 11 km falls within the City of Prague), which by 
connecting the D1, R4, D5, R6 and R7 motorways and motor roads allowed for transit between 
them without the need to drive through Prague. This had a calming effect on a number of city 
roads and above all led to the removal of heavy freight traffic from the Jižní spojka, Barrandov 
bridge and K Barrandovu street.

 
PO bridge over Vltava and Berounka valley under construction PO carriageway on bridge across Vltava and Berounka before opening

The D1 – Slivenec section of the Prague Ring Road is made up of 3 sites (512, 513, 514) 
constructed since 2007. The construction costs totalled CZK 18.3 billion. The total length of the 
new route is 23 km, of which 3.5 km is in tunnels and 2.3 km on bridge scaffolding. There are 
five new grade-separated intersections. The new structure had a considerable impact in helping 
change the organisation of transit traffic (especially freight traffic) in the south part of Prague.

Before structures 512, 513 and 514 were put into service, in the period March – September 2010, 
the connecting section of the Prague Ring Road 515 was reconstructed, including the Ořech 
and Chrášťany grade-separated intersections.

One of Prague’s most closely watched investments is the construction of the Malovanka – Pelc 
Tyrolka segment of the City Ring Road (OMI), which includes the Blanka tunnel complex. The 
total length of this section of the City Ring Road is 6 382 m. It links up to the already functional 
western section of the City Ring Road with the Zlíchov, Mrázovka and Strahov tunnels, and 
along with them it will become the longest automobile tunnel complex in the Czech Republic. In 
summer 2010, construction of a new Troja bridge across the Vltava was launched, which is to 
be part of the City Ring Road in the Špejchar – Pelc-Tyrolka segment.

Over the course of 2010 work took place on increasing the capacity of the Jižní spojka; 
construction continued on the Veselská – Kbelská grade-separated intersection and the Vysočany 

Radial Road.

A range of repairs and refurbishment of roads (TSK) took place during 2010, the most important 
of which were repairs on 5. května – Brněnská from the on-ramp from the Jižní spojka up to 
the zero kilometre of the D1 motorway.

Significant refurbishment also took place on Národní and Myslíkova and parts of Michelská 
street.
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After four years, the renovations of the trackage, platforms and main hall of Hlavní nádraží were 
completed.

In the spring of 2010 the foundation stone was 
laid and slightly later excavation was launched 
for the 5th operating segment of the “A” metro 

line Dejvice – Motol (DPP). The costs for 
extending the metro by six kilometres, including 
4 new stations (Červený Vrch, Veleslavín, 
Petřiny a Motol) will total approximately CZK 
19 billion.  

A number of tram tracks were refurbished 
in 2010. Construction was also launched in 
autumn 2010 on extending the Podbaba tram 

track (DPP).

In April 2010, for the first time in the modern 
history of the Prague train network, railway (i.e. 
non-grooved) rails 49E1 (better known as S49) 

were installed on the tram track on Poděbradská street in the section between Kbelská and the 
final stop Lehovec. Among the reasons for using this type of rail is that the purchase price is 
30 % lower and the noise caused by operation is reduced.

The most extensive refurbishment of tram tracks in the last 20 years took place on the segment 
Klamovka – Sídliště Řepy (DPP). Nearly 6 km of track was replaced and 49E1 flat bottom rails 
were also used on selected sections. Eleven tram stops were refurbished, with new electronic 
signs displaying on-line departure time information for individual connections.

Aside from its activities as an investor, which 
entailed capital spending of nearly CZK 1.6 
billion in 2010 (including contributions from SFDI 
and city districts), TSK also fulfilled its role as 
the administrator of the city’s roads, including 
bridges, tunnels and fixtures (traffic signs, street 
inlets, traffic signals, telematic systems, safety 
devices), as well as pavements, street greenery, 
parking lots, quayside and embankment walls, 
retaining walls, noise barriers, traffic management 
centres and other buildings.

Keeping these in satisfactory working order 
requires the performance of essential repairs, 
winter and summer maintenance, and cleaning. 
The current expenditures for these activities 
reached CZK 3.3 billion in 2010, of which CZK 1.5 billion was earmarked for road repairs and 
maintenance (including work covered by SFDI and city district contributions).

The long and demanding winter in 2010 resulted in considerable damage to Prague’s road 
network. Thousands of potholes on dozens of streets around the city were repaired, temporarily 
during the winter and then definitively over the rest of the year.  

In recent years TSK has been focusing more on comprehensive road surface repairs, preferring 
predominantly stretches where road traffic safety can no longer be secured through regular 
maintenance and spots where the repair of individual potholes is not economical. In 2010, TSK 
performed a whole range of comprehensive repairs that both increased road safety and helped 
decrease noise for residents living near those roads

Large investments also fall under the auspices of TSK. This includes primarily refurbishment of 
the most important and most highly trafficked roads, for example the City Ring Road.

The most interesting thing for city residents, and not just from an aesthetic perspective, is the 
complete refurbishment of roads – the carriageway, including its width, pavements, bus stops, 
greenery and even sound barriers.

Construction on Národní třída

Changeover from grooved to new flat bottom rail by Kotlářka stop
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FINANCING THE OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

OF URBAN MOBILITY

The operation of urban transport and the realisation of transportation infrastructure was financed 
from the budget of the City of Prague in 2010, with contributions from the state budget, the own 
resources of the Prague Public Transport Company, and other city organisations. Funding also 
came from grants from EU funds and European Investment Bank (EIB) loans.

The City of Prague municipal budget, updated 30 September 2010, totalled CZK 75.6 billion in 
expenditures, of which the expenditures under Chapter 03 Transport totalled CZK 27.8 billion. 
Chapter 03 was thus once again the most substantial chapter of the municipal budget in terms 
of expenditures in 2010 (37 %). A further CZK 45 million, earmarked for covering the operation 
of safety systems for the metro and Strahov automobile tunnel, was drawn from Chapter 07 
Security.

Transport accounted for 33 % of the City of Prague’s current expenditures and transport 
investments for 44 % of capital spending.

Breakdown of municipal budget expenditures in 2010

(budget updated as of 30 September 2010)

Total expenditures

 Transportation as % of current expenditures Transportation as % of capital expenditures

Of the listed amount of CZK 27.8 billion, CZK 16.9 billion was used to cover current expenditures 
and CZK 10.9 billion for capital expenditures.
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Proportions of current and capital expenditures in Chapter 03 Transportation

(budget updated as of 30 September 2010)

Every year, the subsidy of passenger mass transit plays a crucial role in the drawing of current 
expenditures. Nearly CZK 13 billion was set aside for this purpose in the adjusted budget, of 
which 650 million was a top-up subsidy for the operation of Prague Integrated Public Transport 
within Prague for 2009. CZK 3.5 billion was set aside for the administration, maintenance and 
operation of roads and more than CZK 0.3 billion went to cover current expenditures earmarked 
in city district budgets.

Structure of municipal budget transport expenditures in 2010

(budget updated as of 30 September 2010)

Total expenditures

 Current expenditures Capital expenditures

The capital expenditures went to pay mainly for development investments, i.e. construction of 
new roads and metro lines and other transportation equipment (84 %), as well as more extensive 
repairs and refurbishment of transport routes and equipment (15 %). Capital expenditures were 
dominated by expenditures for improving the road network and the conditions for operation 
of road traffic. Of the total amount of CZK 10.9 billion, CZK 1.2 billion went to renewal and 
development of public transport and CZK 9.5 billion to investment in the road network.

Of the total transportation expenditures in the adjusted 2010 budget, the amount set aside for 
ensuring the operation, renewal and development of public passenger transport was 51 % and 
the amount for ensuring road transport and development of the road network was 47 %.

A more detailed breakdown of the items in the expenditures of Chapter 03 shows that nearly 
CZK 17 billion went to securing operation, general repairs and maintenance of the city’s traffic 
system, just under CZK 2 billion went to major repairs, renovation and renewal of technical 
facilities and over CZK 9 billion was earmarked for development investments.

13



The Yearbook of Transportation Prague 201062

Compared to previous years, the expenditures for securing operation, general repairs and 
maintenance of the city’s transportation system increased markedly, reaching 60.5 % in the 
expenditure structure of the budget adjusted as of 30 September 2010, 18 percentage points 
more than in the budget last amended 30 June 2009. This was primarily caused by the fact 
that capital expenditures (which mainly go to cover costs for innovation and development 
projects) are CZK 3.2 billion lower in the 2010 budget than in the budget for 2009, while current 
expenditures (which mainly go to cover costs for operation, regular repairs and maintenance) 
are CZK 6.5 billion higher. The predominant item behind this (CZK 4.7 billion) is the increase in 
the subsidy for operation of Prague Integration Public Transport, which of course also includes 
the aforementioned top-up subsidy for the 2009 public transport operating costs, as well as the 
increase in items for securing road repairs and winter services (CZK 1.1. billion)

Structure of total transport expenditures in 2010 budget

(budget updated as of 30 September 2010)

Development of structure of transport expenditures in City of Prague budgets

Targeted bound contributions were provided to the City of Prague from the state budget for 
operating the metro and Strahov tunnel safety systems, for the purchase of low-floor buses and 
to help cover the PID operating costs. A contribution was allotted from the budget of the State 
Fund for Transport Infrastructure for the maintenance, repair and construction of roads that are 
temporarily fulfilling the function of the lacking superior road network. The state budget also 
adds to EU funds to help finance EU operational programmes, and a contribution was provided 
to Prague for the Urban Road Traffic Management and Regulation System.

The state also took part in building the Prague Ring Road, having assumed full responsibility for 
financing it. A total of CZK 4.4 billion was drawn for ring road construction in 2010, of which 
CZK 1.8 billion came from the Transport Operational Programme and the Cohesion Fund, CZK 
2 billion from the European Investment Bank and just under CZK 0.6 billion from the budget of 
the State Fund for Transport Infrastructure.

The Prague Public Transport Company contributed CZK 4.4 billion to cover the investment costs 
of the city transportation system, and also covered practically 100 % of the MHD fleet renewal 
costs spent in 2010 (CZK 3.5 billion).
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EU PROJECTS

Operational Programme Transport (OPD)

The Technical Administration of Roads of 
the City of Prague continued to take part 
in projects falling under the Operational 
Programme Transport in 2010. In cooperation 
with the Prague City Hall Transport Department and EU Funding Department and in coordination 
with the Prague City Development Authority, a separate detachment of priority axis number 5 was 
acquired for Prague for the years 2006 – 2008, entitled “Modernisation and Development of the 
Prague Metro and the Road Traffic Management Systems in the City of Prague”. The resulting 
financial allocation for this priority axis (following an equalising allocation from the ERDF) totalled 
EUR 330 million. This amount is drawn by both TSK and DPP.

Project “Prague Urban Road Traffic Management and Regulation System”

The global goal of this project is to reduce the negative effects of the large volume of road traffic 
by implementing telematic systems in Prague with a view to optimising traffic on the existing 
road network using new modern control and information technology, including tying it into the 
comprehensive national telematic system (NDIC). The project budget is CZK 655 million, of which 
OPD subsidies cover 85 % (around CZK 560 million).

Various areas for drawing funds under TSK following reorganisation

Area 1 – Management through traffic signals Area 4 – Traffic data collection

Area 2 – Urban Traffic Control Centre Prague Area 5 – Expansion of functionality of urban radio network

Area 3 – Optical network Area 6 – Meteorological sensors

In 2010, project funding from Area 1 went to renew traffic signals at further intersections, 
for example nám. Míru – Rumunská, Masarykovo nábř. – Myslíkova, Legerova – Rumunská, 
Budějovická – Za Zelenou liškou and many more (see Chapter 4). Area 1 was completed and in 
total 50 traffic signals were renewed under the project. In Area 2, as part of the UTCC Prague 
modernisation, funding went to web applications for providing traffic information, applications 
for traffic engineers and a delivery of pre-set traffic scenarios. In Area 3, OPD funds were used 
to complete the laying of optic cable into all metro tunnels and to hook it up to the City Hall 
network.

The ability to collect to traffic information (Area 4) was considerably expanded in 2010 with 
the installation of the final 108 spot detectors and 23 sectional detectors on the Prague road 
network. The functionality of the urban radio network (Area 5) was expanded during the past 
year with 46 radio modems, which were installed into remote traffic signals and hooked up to 
the functional whole. Under the final area, number 6, installation of 28 meteorological sensors 
was completed in 2010 from OPD funds (the streets Českobrodská, 5. května and others).

Project “Increasing Road Safety in Prague”

Due to the approval of the project dealing with the management and regulation of urban road 
traffic, in December 2008 the City of Prague submitted a second project request for a subsidy 
from OPD funds under the title “Increasing Road Safety in Prague”.

On the basis of a Czech Ministry of Transport decision from March 2009, this project was 
approved for co-financing from the Cohesion Fund as part of OPD. The principle of financing is 
the same as with the preceding project – the OPD subsidy amounts to 85 % of costs. The total 
budget is CZK 580 million including VAT. The project will contain 3 areas, of which the first is 
already in the implementation phase.

Individual areas for drawing funding under TSK following finalisation of their definition

Area 1 – Management and monitoring of traffic in tunnels

Area 2 – Provision of traffic information

Area 3 – Harmonisation of telematic systems on the City Ring Road and Radial Roads
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